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Business Pioneer

"One of the most notable examples of successfucandite busi
nesses in Arizona was the Central Commercial CosnpérKing-
man, Arizona. This department store carried evangtirom soup
to nuts and did it with class. Operating at 4th &whle Street]

family this business provided quality merchandisel @&xcellen
service. The new Central Commercial exhibit corgaremorabilig
from the store, including a box of salt that wastieed for Centrg
Commercial, but wound up in a train wreck. An epiising

This box of salt is from that shipment. Central ga&wmall woode
boxes to high school graduates for years and omieest, plus ar
niversary plates and a multitude of photos fromrtheseum collec
tion make this an interesting exhibit. Wish we cbhiting back th¢
store, but at least we can bring back some fond eriem"

CEN !l.ﬁ|
Commerciat |

from 1917 to the mid 1980s under the watchful efyi¢he Gates

rancher picked up cases of the salt and fed his foeryears on it

S

He #
$% & $

o«

()t

“There exists a political suffocation perpetuatednh
the “TAKERS” that is no where duplicated in natuhe
our rural landscape, we have predators and other
mals that serve as their cuisine, and such is tag of
fundamental existence. | hope and pray that in ifiey
time | will never witness the reversal of such wirdh
plan: where people destroy man'’s life with the \egb
of greed.” Judge Randall Mason

Welcome October with all your fall colors and bled
relief from a trauma filled summer. October brivgsh
it the cool breezes of a sometimes foreboding wiri
am not known for making predictions (well, not
making a lot of doomsday ones anyway). This
however, | am going to caution all of you to bepamed
for very cold climates, both climatically and puiélly.

I have often looked at the Museum as a large *
dish” (a glass dish used to grow culture cells)eriyday
at the Museum there are multiple events going @
as: the creation of a new Art Room or the estaiviesht
of a great new Ranching Exhibit and the movinghaf
Andy Devine memorabilia to a new location in therr
of the Museum. The point is that everything thadose
grows new “cultures” that thrill local guests aslivas
those patrons from other states and countries.

Another great aspect of October is that all theall
schools are now in full attendance and they staair
annual field trips to the Museum. We are so gratef
see all these inquiring minds learn about the &neg
live in.

Lastly, | get to see my grand children dressechair
finest garb for Halloween. Last year, | got marrieq
Lyn Moss and | had the great fortune of gaining§
children and step-grandchildren. Now, while | loal
this as an added boon to life, you would have to
them whether the feeling is mutual.

an

e
for
ear,

Detri

—

I
te

as

Mohave Memories — published monthly by the Mohawm@ers Historical Society, Inc. 400 West Beale&trKingman, AZ 86401-5708

1



ARTIST OF THE MONTH

Carol Rose will be showing her fine art work at Maseum Art Gallery
from October 12 through October®31Carol is currently teaching watgr-
colors, drawing, and Science of Color at the Moh@wenmunity College
in Kingman. She previously taught at a Middle Sihin the Inner City
near Downtown, Los Angeles. Some of Carol's pakievements are:
“Best of Show” at Glendale Galleria Exhibit (ove@07 exhibiters), sh
created a logo design for her school and helpedtdents paint a 65
wall mural. Carol invites you to see her watercgaintings at a recep-
tion on Saturday, October "1at the Museum from 1:00 to 3:00.

— (D

The Parks & Recreation Department has had muctessiatith the past
Fall Festivals. The department will be organizitsgdrd Annual Fall Feg
tival at Centennial Park over the next few monthwill include a pump-
kin patch, pie bake-off, pie eating contest, a caikk, candy in the hay,
jump houses, carnival game booths, entertainmedttree ever most
popular Halloween Costume Contest and Pumpkin @gr&iDecorating
Contests. There will be a minimal fee to purchasewent bracelet that
will allow you unlimited use of games, the jump keucake walk and
candy in the hay or you may purchase individudidis for each activity,
The Recreation Department is now searching foraameepting sponsor-
ship donations for this year’s event. Past spohgmssallowed us to pro-
vide each game booth with candy to give away asadstume winners
with bicycles, stereos, portable radios, CD playstd3 players, and
many other great prizes for all 27 winners. Itus goal to obtain enoug
sponsorship to assist in the awards for each actffered at no cost to
participate in each contest. With today’s econoifitjre sponsorships ate
not secured a month in advance the event couldtested. If you are
interested in donating to this program, pleaseYtatinne at 692-3111 as
soon as possible to be secured for promotion pagy@svent flyers and
information will be available October 14.

—

Mohave Memories On The Internet
www.mohavemuseum.org

Mohave Memories Newsletter is Online

Mohave Museum
Carol Rose

Mohave Museum
Saturday, October ¥7at the Museum from 1:00 to
3:00.

Mohave Museum Library
Wednesday Oct 14th 1:00 PM
All in the family fun.

Mohave Pioneers Historical Society
Board Meeting

Mohave Museum Library

Thursday Oct 15th at 5:00 PM
Monthly Meeting

The Kingman Quilters Guild will hold their annuadily
exhibit Oct. 3-Oct 10th in the auditorium of the hwe
Museum of History and Arts. The guild hangs 100s
quilts of varying sizes and styles - and inviteswérs tg
vote for their favorites. The viewers choice awardrHE
award coveted by members of the guild. In additmrhe
quilts there will be a showing of the challengetesh Each
entrant to this contest was given a couple of gieddabric
and a set of instructions and was challenged t@ulemnd
execute a small wall quilt. This particular chagerencour
aged participants to go beyond quilting into thelme of
fabric art using found objects, beads and otheredliisb-
ments. Should be an interesting display. The guildalso
have a boutique in the art gallery during the exhif vari-

ety of quilted and handmade gifts are availablepfachase]

Our opportunity quilt this year is a group of célbrstylized
flower blocks and is machine quilted. In additiamme of

the quilts on display are available for purchasepéito se¢

you at the exhibit.

Museum Business Memberships
These are some of the Business Members who supgdneritage and culture of Mohave County

Tom Spear
CHA, Manager

Best Western
Kings Inn & Suites

2530 E. Andy Devine
Kingman, Arrona BE401
(928) 753-5101 Fax (328) 753-6192

g T
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| . ' :fuﬁ Kaufman
Worldwide Reservations 1-800-528-1234 800-448-8959 x| ¢ Ol # 928-279-7671
Property Direct Reservations 1-800-750-6101 928.757- 92@ ¥ -] FAXAO928-H81-4549
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50 YEARS AGO FROM THE MOHAVE COUNTY MINER
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Photo # 10132
Judge E.E. Wishon

Photo # 13384
Herb Biddulph

Photo # 9303
Roy Dunton

October 1959

Last rites for one of Kingman’'s most respectedasen
citizens, Edward Eli Wishon, were conducted here.
Judge Wishon had a record of service as a jusfice o
the peace dating from 1923 in Oatman and has served
Mohave County until his retirement three years ago.

News from Oatman: It is rumored that after a dance
at the Oatman Community hall last Saturday, a group
motored to Needles and indulged in a Chinese dinner

Jewell Sansom, who is employed in the beauty shop
of Goldwater’s in Phoenix, visited last weekendhwit
friends in Kingman and her family in Bullhead City.

The Rebekahs will hold a food sale at the Kingman
Water Company on Friday, October 16. There will be
all sorts of good things to eat.

Herb Biddulph and Roy Dunton are introducing the

much talked about 1960 Ford Falcon. The local Ford
dealers have recently returned from Dearborn, Michi

gan where they viewed the complete line of new 1960
Fords. The new car goes on display at the Forél dea
ership this weekend.

Thirty girl scouts, accompanied by Mrs. Walter Big-

ford, Mrs. Eugene Snyder, Mrs. Charles Potter and
Mrs. Kenneth Wienke, enjoyed an overnight hike in
the Hualapais on October 9. Senior Scout Carolyn
Cook also accompanied the scouts.

Mr. And Mrs. Floyd Brakeman and family attended
the Kingman-Peoria football game in Peoria Friday
and were house guests of the Ed Shays, former resi-
dents of Kingman.

A group of three Kingman men have returned home
from six months basic and advanced Army training at
Ft. Ord, California. The men, PFC’s Eddie Brown,
Ray Covarrubias, and Art Gomez are members of the
Kingman National Guard Unit commanded by Lt.
Robert McCleve.



80 YEARS AGO FROM THE MOHAVE COUNTY MINER

October 1929

WORLD SERIES STARTS TUES.

The greatest sporting event
the United States starts Tue
day, Oct. 8th, when the Ameri
can League Champions, t
Philadelphia Athletics, meet th
National League Championg
Chicago Cubs, for the world
championship title for 1929
Local fans are planning on rg
ceiving the results of the gam|

tlllf.ﬂl;iﬂ CLuBS
- PHILADELPHIA

ATHLETICS

cast the games.

lic. In the club room there will
be installed a Sparton radio equipped with spesiiwrt wave
adapter, which will bring in the games even thotigty may not
be coming through on the longer waves. This sdit b in
charge of P.H. Wallace, local electrician. Ldealsewives are
asked to refrain from vacuum sweeping during timeetithe

via radio over any one of the
several stations who will broad-
The Elks hall
will be open to the general pub-All males interested in the rugged and strictly Aiven game of

games is in progress. As near as we have beentabdarn a
vacuum cleaner creates a great deal of static alhdnar the
broadcast.

BESSIE LOVE, Metro-Goldwyn mov-
ing picture star of Hollywood, expects to
soon Vvisit Kingman as the guest of G.
Walter Reed, according to a telegram
from Miss Love. The noted star has for
some time been planning a short vaca-
tion trip to Arizona. Miss Love will
stop off here reroute to the White Moun-
tains and Petrified Forest, Miss Love
# will be accompany for Mr. Reed and
possibly one or two others from the
movie colony on a hunting trip.

KINGMAN TIGERS, WILL AGAIN BE ORGANIZED

football are invited to attend a meeting at the Hall on Tues-
day evening at 7:30 p.m. with a view to reorgargzime famous
Wallapai Tigers semi-professional town footba#irtrewhich
gained such a reputation for winning games dutiregfootball
season last year. Art Smith, newly arrived coadhegrade
school, who is football player of note and wasre time an all-
state man.

100 YEARS AGO FROM THE MOHAVE COUNTY MINER

October 1909

Fifteen hours without water, twenty-fours with dobd, and a
night in the desert without bedding or fuel forefiwas the ex-
perience of W.D. Grannis one night the first of theek. He left
Secret Pass for Pyramid, lost the trail and sgemnight study-
ing astronomy. Luckily the next morning he makenpalittle
the worse for his exposure.

Secret Pass, Goldroad Area

Best Appointed Amusement House in the Territory
ELKS THEATER
SOWERS & LANG, Lessees
First Class Attractions

A Fantasie in Motion Picture, a Brilliant Blendingf Color,
Noted State Scenes and Interesting Events in Pamo&ettings
for Laugher And all true to life and Motion. Pafdights and
expert handling.

Two Shows Every Night except Monday and Tuesday

4

Miss Bernice Walker, a song bird of more than usakdnt has
been entertaining the public with her beautifulceofor the past
few evenings at Sowers & Lang’s picture entertaimmeMiss

Walker resides with her father, who is the SantaABent in

Hackberry.

Manager Carpenter of the Happy Hour Theater praptusatro-
duce roller skating at an early date. Skatingmew sport to the
Kingman youth, and no doubt will be taken well.

The Gold Road Red Top Mining Company, is how offgra
limited amount of working capital stock for 15 cepier share.

The want of houses in Kingman for residence growesenseri-
ous as businesses expands. A great many forutisele would
come here to live, but no houses to rent. Theamispening for
anyone who will build a number of cottages, Theatds are
ready and willing.

4th and Front Street Kingman pre 1909



ANDY DEVINE
Oct. 7, 1905—Feb. 18, 1977

Early life

Born in Flagstaff, Arizona on October 7, 1905, Arnghgw up in nearb
Kingman, where his family moved when he was a wydérHis father wa
Thomas Devine Jr., born in 1869 in Kalamazoo CauMlighigan. Andy'g
grandfather, Thomas Devine Sr., was born in 184Zifperary County
Ireland, and immigrated to the United States in218ndy's mother wa
Amy Ward, the granddaughter of Commander James &kdWhe firs
officer of the United States Navy killed during t8&vil War.

He was a star football player at Ball State Uniirgrs He also played ser | ef; (o right; Amy Devine, Andy, Tom Jr., Tom
-professional football under the pseudonym "Jerkriehwartz" His foot Devine at Kingman, Arizona in 1913. At family
ball experience led to his first film role in th#eat film The Fighting home at 137 Pine Street, between first and sec-

Football Cardinals

ond streets.

Andy and Dorothy Devine

Career
It was in 1933 on a picture directed by John Fdrtriversal Studios, "Doctor Bull",
that Andy met his wife-to-be, Dorothy House. Thegregmarried on October 28, 1933,

| in Las Vegas, Nevada, and remained united untileath on February 18, 1977.

TAIthough it was first thought that his peculiar a®iwould prevent him from moving to
/| the talkies, it became his trademark. Devine t@dppe that his speech resulted from a
childhood accident. (He said that he had been ngnwith a curtain rod in his mouth at
the Beale Hotel in Kingman, and when he fell, @ped the roof of his mouth. When he
was able to speak, he had a wheezing, duo-tone.yditowever, a biographer explains

~|that this wasn't true, but was one of several esaabout his voice fabricated by Devine.

Devine's son Tad told an Encore Westerns Chanterlviewer (Jim Beaver, reporting
from 2007 Newport Beach Film Festival) that theiéeat had indeed happened, but
that Devine was uncertain whether it was the cafibés unique voice.



ANDY DEVINE
Oct. 7, 1905—Feb. 18, 1977

Film, radio and television

He appeared in more than 400 films and sharedWétier Brennan, another character actor,
the rare ability to move with ease from "B" Westtn "A" pictures. His notable roles in-
cluded ten films as sidekick "Cookie" to Roy Rogersole inRomeo and Juligf1936), and
"Danny" in A Star Is Born(1937). He made several appearances in films Jatin Wayne,
including Stagecoacl{1939),lIsland in the Sky1953), and as the frightened marshal'ire
Man Who Shot Liberty Valanqd@962). He also played "The Cheerful Soldier'Tine Red
Badge of Couragand the First Mate of the S.S. HenriettaAiround the World in Eighty
Days (1956). While most of his characters were reluctanget involved in the action, he
played the hero ifsland in the Skyas an expert pilot who leads his fellow aviattw®tigh
the arduous search for a missing airplane.

"The Man Who Shot Liberty
Valance" Andy with John
Wayne and Jimmy Stewart

His film appearances in his later years includediesosuch a3he Over-the-Hill Gangand
"Coyote Bill" in Myra Breckinridge

Devine also worked in radio. He is well-remembeiachis role as "Jingles", Guy Madison's sidekick he Adventures of
Wild Bill Hickok which Devine and Madison reprised on televiside. appeared over 75 times on Jack Benny's radio
show between 1936 and 1942, often appearing in Bersemi-regular western series of sketches "Buekng Rides
Again".

Andy Devine worked in television. He hosted a atgtds TV showAndy's
Gangon NBC from 1955 to 1960. He played "Hap" on thé SeriesFlip-
per, also on NBC, in the 1960s. He starred ifvalight Zoneepisode as
"Frisby", a talkative fibster faced with an alienvasion called "Hocus-
Pocus and Frisby". He was also a frequent guestostanany television
shows throughout the 1950s and 1960s, includingdleeof Jake Sloan in
E the 1961 episode "Big Jake" of the acclaimed NB@alogy series;The
: Barbara Stanwyck Showde was thereafter Honest John Denton in the epi-

sode "A Horse of a Different Cutter" of the shavetl ABC seriesThe

e | RoundersFinally, Devine performed voice parts in animatibohg, includ-

l _ | _,' __l ing "Friar Tuck” in Disney'®Robin Hood He provided the voice of Corne-
. Ay lius the Rooster in several Kellogg's Corn Flak€scommercials

»

|

In 1973, Devine came to Monroe, Louisiana, at thguest of George C.
Over the Hill Gang: Edgar Buchanan, Andy DevineBrian, an actor and filmmaker who headed the thedépartment at the
Walter Brennan, Pat O'Brien, Chill Wills  pjyersity of Louisiana at Monroe, to perform inridFerber'Show Boat

Devine died of leukemia at the age of seventy-an@range, California. The main street of his howatof Kingman was
renamed "Andy Devine Avenue” in his honor. His earis highlighted in the Mohave Museum of HistondaArts in
Kingman, and there is a star in his honor in thiéydmod Walk of Fame.

Quotation
When asked if he had strange nodes on his vocdkc@revine replied, "I've got the same nodes ag Birosby, but his
are in tune.”

Andy Age- 4




Publicity Shot "All American" 1932
Andy Devine is second from left, far right is Lewyéks.

f' ® Andy Devine Family on Thanksgiving; L to R: 1. TBevine; 2.
* Donna Devine; 3. Debra, age 9; 4. Drew, agé.3Andy; 6
| Dorothy; 7. Triga, age 7; 8. Barbara; 9. Denni

Birthday party for Andy Devine at Paramount whilenfng "The
Man Who Shot Liberty Valance". Andy is at the egriiehind the
cake, with John Wayne to His right.

Ronald Reagan, Charley McCarthy, on the right isyADevine

Andy and Guy Madison “Wild Bill Hickok” Televisioseries




In honor of Les and Lyndal Byram, 50th Anniversary

Donor: Lynda and David French, Kingman, AZ.

Mr. & Mrs. Klein Bartmus

Mary Jane Bell, Sun City, AZ

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Butler

Mr. & Mrs. Pete Byers

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick K Carlin

Mr. & Mrs. Gene Chambers

Sandra Cofer

Joyce Covert

Jon Cusick

Kara Peterson-Krystal Burge Dambar & Steakhouse
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Doremus

Alphia Dunlop, Bullhead City, AZ

Kay Ellermann

Patrick M. & Corliss Foley

Lonna B. Foster

The Hon & Mrs Frank Gordon, Phoenix, AZ
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Gottschalk

Norrie Neal Hafley

Mary Lou Herridge

Mr. & Mrs. Roy E. Hoover, Sun Lakes, AZ
Norma Isaacs, Oroveda, NV

Gene Jerabek

Maxine Klein

Cathy Kreis

Leonard & Anita Langford

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Leenhouts

Dr. & Mrs. J. G. Lingenfelter
Yvonne Attebery Orr, Flagstaff, AZ
Dr. M. Dale Parry

Ms. Evelyn Rae Price

Haul & Mary Reddick

Richard & Joann Skalicky

Wade Stephens

Art Blackwell

Bill DeJulio UNS Electric

John & Carole Walker

Charlotte Wells

Jared Carithers

Patricia Green

Mr. & Mrs. C. G. Andress, Searchlight, NV
Global Video Megan Kirst
Leonard & Shirley Hafley

Charles & Margaret Lowes, Golden Valley, AZ

Karen & Don Bishop
Caroline Hughes Scott Fisher
Mert Glancy, Glendale, AZ

John & Sharon Farrington, Scottsdale, AZ
Richard & Rita Basinger

If a Memorial donation is not designated for a dpepurpose, it will be used at the Museum’s déetmn

In Memory of

Lucy Lee Beller

Jan Ellermann Reesing
John Helmer

Daniel D. Gaddis
Clarence Culver Jr.
Robert Essig

Mary Louise Roe
Gertrude Arnold
Gertrude Arnold

Donor

Yvonne Attebery Orr
Gloria Dukeshire

Joan McCall

Perry & Diane Langford
Clairann Cave

Joan McCall

Clairann Cave

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Yost
Veda Coy

Mohave Memories — published monthly by the Mohawm@ers Historical Society, Inc. 400 West Beale&trKingman, AZ 86401-5708
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Jose Jerez, discoverer of the Goldroads Mine in Blexk
Mountain range of Mohave County was born in Mexiclerez
had prospected in Mohave County for years withoutgeeat
amount of luck until 1902 when he was grubstakedimgman
businessman Henry Lovin and discovered the venh
Goldroads property located a few miles northeaQatfman.

Jose Jerez in Kingman about 1905 (photo #8939)
Soon the Mining camp of Gold Road sprang up inaifea. Th

D

ric

The Wal-a-pai Court, A Kingman landmark since tie 11930’s
was recently demolished. The above photo shoedrtint of
the auto court and is looking west on Highway 6@d® Devine
Avenue). The view above is from a post card issndtie late
1940's showing the front exterior of the businggsofo #14079

Goldroads Mine was one of the richest gold disdegeever

located in Arizona

Early photo of Gold Road Camp (photo #8428)

A cowboy riding a saddle bronc at a Kingman rodeoua 1920
The rodeo grounds were located at the old Kingmal Bark
between Beale and First Streets where the Locomdiark is
currently. Notice the old Kingman High School lliilg in the
upper left of the photo. (photo #14644)

Gold Road school girls gath
around the gravestone of Jq
Jerez about 1920 (photo #8199

Dedication ceremony of E. F. Beale Monument locatedBeale
Street between First Street and Grandview, just afelsocomo-
tive Park on June 30, 1956. Identified in the pharte business
man Alex Thompson, third from left, Soroptomist Is®|
Kuykendall, fourth from right, and Mohave Countyridr editor.

publisher Dick Waters, second from right. (Phat3397)
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White Hills began inauspiciously when a Hualapai Indian
cowboy who went by the name of Jeff, was off-hamgedked
by Judge Henry Schaeffer “if he knew of any goodenpros-
pect.”

In 1894, a correspondent from the Arizona Repulsit
many rumors aside when he interviewed Jeff, quatiregfol-
lowing:

“During the latter part of 1887, Hualapai Jeff wam his
way toward the head of the canyon (now camp Whilts) kh
search of paint that he had been told existed &t treighbor-
hood. He found both, the paint (oxide of iron) anfihe speci-
men of chloride of silver. He thought the specimeas worth
keeping and later on, while in Mineral Park, he wled the
sample to Louis Siebrecht who told him that it wa® ore
with no value, so Jeff paid no more attention ®ftrid.

“In the winter of 1891, a snow storm was ragingldfrank
Robinson asked Jeff to help in driving back sontgecavhich
had wandered from Gold Basin down the canyon tovwthed

desert below White Hills (the mountain range.)f.Jefamped

for one night near the place where he was gettaigtpwhich
he had found in 1887. . .he accidentally found ch rsilver
float. He said nothing at the time, but in GoldsBaa short
time afterward, Judge Henry Schaeffer. . .askeflifleé knew
of any good mine prospect. Jeff brought him a isperc and
he offered Jeff $200 if he would show him the logat .”

“Jeff accepted the offer. . .Schaeffer invited ddarnett
and John Sullivan to join him for the trip to thecation. . .
with Jeff as guide. It was in May 1892 when thedhmen
staked the following claims: Horn Silver, Occidef@rand
Army (of the Republic), Chief of the Hills, TreasyrNorma
and Emma. . .” These three men formed a partnpyshiclud-
ing Jeff. Judge Schaeffer had his two partnersitibeir inter-
est to him for $10,000 backed by a side arrangeméetreby
they should have an equitable “divvy”. . .beforetbll them of
the location. The Judge told everyone in July 18%# no
Indian was involved, that he found the originabfigears pre-
vious, and had spent that time since searching.for

The scarcity of potable water and lack of toolsngd its

growth only momentarily. The Judge and other nangaith-

ered (200 by the third week!) to form the Indiarci@e Mining
District to have an authority available to keep ckraof

claims. A few men gathered in Taggart's tent stolebated
and chose White Hills as the name for the new caragsus
Indian Secret or Schaefferville. A latecomer MMail, went
to Prescott for a photographer, and mentioned & Itital
newspaper it should have been named “Silverados’ mare
prospectors arrived upon hearing of the “strikefew “mild

knockdowns” and a lawsuit over claim jumping indéech a
major problem. . .that of accurate claim noticesludge
Schaeffer was among those who “became slightlyusatf as
to the points of the compass”, and according to viisds
“avaricious people had the impudence to relocateesof the
most valuable claims.”

The boom was on. In the shape of an “L” aboutilk in
length, countless buildings were erected - homescteol,
stores, laundries and 12 saloons (7 in a row onnMai
Street). Town lots went for $300. A post offi@ame into be-
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ing October 20, 1892 to be discontinued August 1914

The rich shipments caught the attention of Davidffist,
noted mining man of Denver, Colorado. He sent DRdot to
investigate and in August 1893 Moffat and Root kadsoli-
dated most of the claims into one property undehité/Hills
Mining Company.” They immediately shipped a teangp
mill from Denver and had it running early in 1894t this
time 500 men were working on leases, while stillrenmen
worked for the company. The mill was successful tieo
years, when the Moffat-Root Company sold out inilAp896
to an English company, the “White Hills Mining & Niing
Company,” for $1,750,000. The new company gaventbee
than 500 lessees on the small claims notice tq quieffect
banishing them from the camp. Disposing of the mitl as
junk, they built a 40 stamp mill for $150,000.

A 7-mile, 8" pipe line was constructed to sprirgsaran-
teed by a “water witch,” ignoring ample water ire tmines for
the old mill and promise of more in depth. A caterreser-
voir of 1,000,000 gallons capacity was built, tolchdhe
springs’ water and White Hills was provided withwgmto-date
water supply system, including fire hydrants - whitid not
work - the gravity was insufficient for operatiorAn electric
plant, $150,000, was constructed. Twenty empldyeeses

were erected and a complete telephone system was |i

stalled. All this cost $350,000, even though cderd waste-
ful management, the company was enabled to contiuibe
stantial production for 4 years because of theelangantity of
good ore left by the first company and by the lesse

For a good part of 2 years after the mill was cletegl, the
south 20 stamps were run on the law grade oregtentligh
grade ore shipped as before. But management defosfol-
low their company engineer’s advice to develop.e Thmpany
paid promptly, until last payment came due, causirdjspute
and a litigation, until 1904 when property sold angudge-
ment to Moffat. In 1911, Moffat failed in businesg which
time the property passed to Mr. Root’s family aitdjdtion
again ensued. In 1922, another attempt was madpeiate,
but because of lack of experience and capitalptoperty be-
came involved in another litigation which was figadettled in
the early 1930’s clearing the title for the firshé in several
years.

Despite $12,000,000 in total ore production fa gast six
years, in 1898 new strikes stopped, rich vein paid Build-
ing ceased, the cost of living soared, so minexs families
drifted away.

By 1899, those few hardy stragglers left weremately hit
by something more devastating. . .a flood that dated the
town and its mineshafts. Its destiny was sealgtk telephone
line was given over to Chloride. Owners closedrghéng by
1902. In 1903, a 40 stamp mill was installed foshert re-
vival, and again in 1920, with the local paper qupt20 chil-
dren in the school” until about 1923. In 1972, ming com-
pany commenced exploration, but found not enoughatwant
expense of full development.

Today, 100 years after the flood, White Hills ansidered
a ‘true’ Ghost Town of Mohave County.
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Located nearly midpoint on the western side ofrist
Valley, 30 miles from Hoover Dam via Hwy. 93, or B8lles
from Kingman on the same highway that replaced ahnthe
many “spider web” roads system. A road sign annesirits
presence to the east of the highway.

)
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