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Business Pioneer 
"One of the most notable examples of successful mercantile busi-
nesses in Arizona was the Central Commercial Company of King-
man, Arizona. This department store carried everything from soup 
to nuts and did it with class. Operating at 4th and Beale Streets 
from 1917 to the mid 1980s under the watchful eye of the Gates 
family this business provided quality merchandise and excellent 
service. The new Central Commercial exhibit contains memorabilia 
from the store, including a box of salt that was destined for Central 
Commercial, but wound up in a train wreck. An enterprising 
rancher picked up cases of the salt and fed his herd for years on it. 
This box of salt is from that shipment. Central gave small wooden 
boxes to high school graduates for years and one of these, plus an-
niversary plates and a multitude of photos from the museum collec-
tion make this an interesting exhibit. Wish we could bring back the 
store, but at least we can bring back some fond memories."  
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“There exists a political suffocation perpetuated from 
the “TAKERS” that is no where duplicated in nature. In 
our rural landscape, we have predators and other ani-
mals that serve as their cuisine, and such is the way of 
fundamental existence. I hope and pray that in my life 
time I will never witness the reversal of such a divine 
plan: where people destroy man’s life with the verbiage 
of greed.”       Judge Randall Mason 
 
Welcome October with all your fall colors and blessed 
relief from a trauma filled summer. October brings with 
it the cool breezes of a sometimes foreboding winter. I 
am not known for making predictions (well, not for 
making a lot of doomsday ones anyway). This year, 
however, I am going to caution all of you to be prepared 
for very cold climates, both climatically and politically.  
 
I have often looked at the Museum as a large “petri 
dish” (a glass dish used to grow culture cells). Everyday 
at the Museum there are multiple events going on such 
as: the creation of a new Art Room or the establishment 
of a great new Ranching Exhibit and the moving of the 
Andy Devine memorabilia to a new location in the front 
of the Museum. The point is that everything that is done 
grows new “cultures” that thrill local guests as well as 
those patrons from other states and countries. 
 
Another great aspect of October is that all the local 
schools are now in full attendance and they start their  
annual field trips to the Museum. We are so grateful to 
see all these inquiring minds learn about the area they 
live in. 
 
Lastly, I get to see my grand children dressed in their 
finest garb for Halloween. Last year, I got married to 
Lyn Moss and I had the great fortune of gaining step-
children and step-grandchildren. Now, while I look at 
this as an added boon to life, you would have to ask 
them whether the feeling is mutual. 
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ARTIST OF THE MONTH 
 
Carol Rose will be showing her fine art work at the Museum Art Gallery 
from October 12 through October 31st.  Carol is currently teaching water-
colors, drawing, and Science of Color at the Mohave Community College 
in Kingman.  She previously taught at a Middle School in the Inner City 
near Downtown, Los Angeles.  Some of Carol’s past achievements are: 
“Best of Show” at Glendale Galleria Exhibit (over 700 exhibiters), she    
created a logo design for her school and helped her students paint a 65 ft. 
wall mural.  Carol invites you to see her watercolor paintings at a recep-
tion on Saturday, October 17th at the Museum from 1:00 to 3:00. 
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The Parks & Recreation Department has had much success with the past 
Fall Festivals. The department will be organizing its 3rd Annual Fall Fes-
tival at Centennial Park over the next few months. It will include a pump-
kin patch, pie bake-off, pie eating contest, a cake walk, candy in the hay, 
jump houses, carnival game booths, entertainment, and the ever most 
popular Halloween Costume Contest and Pumpkin Carving & Decorating 
Contests. There will be a minimal fee to purchase an event bracelet that 
will allow you unlimited use of games, the jump house, cake walk and 
candy in the hay or you may purchase individual tickets for each activity. 
The Recreation Department is now searching for and accepting sponsor-
ship donations for this year’s event. Past sponsorships allowed us to pro-
vide each game booth with candy to give away and the costume winners 
with bicycles, stereos, portable radios, CD players, MP3 players, and 
many other great prizes for all 27 winners. It is our goal to obtain enough 
sponsorship to assist in the awards for each activity offered at no cost to 
participate in each contest. With today’s economy, if the sponsorships are 
not secured a month in advance the event could be canceled. If you are 
interested in donating to this program, please call Yvonne at 692-3111 as 
soon as possible to be secured for promotion purposes. Event flyers and 
information will be available October 14. 
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Mohave Memories On The Internet 
www.mohavemuseum.org 

Mohave Memories Newsletter is Online 
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Mohave Museum 
Carol Rose 
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Mohave Museum 
Saturday, October 17th at the Museum from 1:00 to 
3:00. 
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Mohave Museum Library 
Wednesday Oct 14th 1:00 PM 
All in the family fun.  
 
Mohave Pioneers Historical Society 
Board Meeting 
Mohave Museum Library 
Thursday Oct 15th at 5:00 PM 
Monthly Meeting 

Museum Business Memberships 
These are some of the Business Members who support the heritage and culture of Mohave County 

The Kingman Quilters Guild will hold their annual quilt 
exhibit Oct. 3-Oct 10th in the auditorium of the Mohave 
Museum of History and Arts. The guild hangs 100 plus 
quilts of varying sizes and styles - and invites viewers to 
vote for their favorites. The viewers choice award is THE 
award coveted by members of the guild. In addition to the 
quilts there will be a showing of the challenge contest. Each 
entrant to this contest was given a couple of pieces of fabric 
and a set of instructions and was challenged to design and 
execute a small wall quilt. This particular challenge encour-
aged participants to go beyond quilting into the realm of 
fabric art using found objects, beads and other embellish-
ments. Should be an interesting display. The guild will also 
have a boutique in the art gallery during the exhibit. A vari-
ety of quilted and handmade gifts are available for purchase. 
Our opportunity quilt this year is a group of colorful stylized 
flower blocks and is machine quilted. In addition some of 
the quilts on display are available for purchase. Hope to see 
you at the exhibit. 
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Photo # 10132 
Judge E.E. Wishon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Photo # 13384 
Herb Biddulph 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo # 9303 
Roy Dunton 

 

October 1959 
 

Last rites for one of  Kingman’s most respected senior 
citizens, Edward Eli Wishon, were conducted here.  
Judge Wishon had a record of service as a justice of 
the peace dating from 1923 in Oatman and has served 
Mohave County until his retirement three years ago. 
 
News from Oatman:  It is rumored that after a dance 
at the Oatman Community hall last Saturday, a group 
motored to Needles and indulged in a Chinese dinner. 
 
Jewell Sansom, who is employed in the beauty shop 
of Goldwater’s in Phoenix, visited last weekend with 
friends in Kingman and her family in Bullhead City. 
 
The Rebekahs will hold a food sale at the Kingman 
Water Company on Friday, October 16.  There will be 
all sorts of good things to eat. 
 
Herb Biddulph and Roy Dunton are introducing the 
much talked about 1960 Ford Falcon.  The local Ford 
dealers have recently returned from Dearborn, Michi-
gan where they viewed the complete line of new 1960 
Fords.  The new car goes on display at the Ford deal-
ership this weekend. 
 
Thirty girl scouts, accompanied by Mrs. Walter Big-
ford, Mrs. Eugene Snyder, Mrs. Charles Potter and 
Mrs. Kenneth Wienke, enjoyed an overnight hike in 
the Hualapais on October 9.  Senior Scout Carolyn 
Cook also accompanied the scouts. 
 
Mr. And Mrs. Floyd Brakeman and family attended 
the Kingman-Peoria football game in Peoria Friday 
and were house guests of the Ed Shays, former resi-
dents of Kingman. 
 
A group of three Kingman men have returned home 
from six months basic and advanced Army training at 
Ft. Ord, California.  The men, PFC’s Eddie Brown, 
Ray Covarrubias, and Art Gomez are members of the 
Kingman National Guard Unit commanded by Lt. 
Robert McCleve. 
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October 1929 
 
WORLD SERIES STARTS TUES. 

 
The greatest sporting event in 
the United States starts Tues-
day, Oct. 8th, when the Ameri-
can League Champions, the 
Philadelphia Athletics, meet the 
National League Champions, 
Chicago Cubs, for the worlds 
championship title for 1929.  
Local fans are planning on re-
ceiving the results of the game 
via radio over any one of the 
several stations who will broad-
cast the games.  The Elks hall 
will be open to the general pub-
lic.  In the club room there will 

be installed a Sparton radio equipped with special short wave 
adapter, which will bring in the games even though they may not 
be coming through on the longer waves.  This set will be in 
charge of  P.H. Wallace, local electrician.  Local housewives are 
asked to refrain from vacuum sweeping during the time the 

games is in progress.  As near as we have been able to learn a 
vacuum cleaner creates a great deal of static and will mar the 
broadcast. 

 
BESSIE LOVE, Metro-Goldwyn mov-
ing picture star of Hollywood, expects to 
soon visit Kingman as the guest of G. 
Walter Reed, according to a telegram 
from Miss Love.  The noted star has for 
some time been planning a short vaca-
tion trip to Arizona.  Miss Love will 
stop off here reroute to the White Moun-
tains and Petrified Forest,  Miss Love 
will be accompany for Mr. Reed and 
possibly one or two others from the 
movie colony on a hunting trip. 

 
KINGMAN TIGERS, WILL AGAIN BE ORGANIZED 

All males interested in the rugged and strictly American game of 
football are invited to attend a meeting at the Fire Hall on Tues-
day evening at 7:30 p.m. with a view to reorganizing the famous 
Wallapai Tigers semi-professional  town football team which 
gained such a reputation for winning games during the football 
season last year.  Art Smith, newly arrived coach at the grade 
school, who is football player of note and was at one time an all-
state man.   

October 1909 
 
Fifteen hours without water, twenty-fours with out food, and a 
night in the desert without bedding or fuel for fire, was the ex-
perience of W.D. Grannis one night the first of the week.  He left 
Secret Pass for Pyramid, lost the trail and spent the night study-
ing astronomy.  Luckily the next morning he make camp little 
the worse for his exposure.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Secret Pass,  Goldroad Area 
 

Best Appointed Amusement House in the Territory 
ELKS THEATER 

SOWERS & LANG, Lessees 
First Class Attractions 

A Fantasie in Motion Picture, a Brilliant Blending of Color, 
Noted State Scenes and Interesting Events in Panoramic Settings 
for Laugher And all true to life and Motion.  Perfect lights and 
expert handling. 
Two Shows Every Night except Monday and Tuesday 

Miss Bernice Walker, a song bird of more than usual talent has 
been entertaining the public with her beautiful voice for the past 
few evenings at Sowers & Lang’s picture entertainment.  Miss 
Walker resides with her father, who is the Santa Fe Agent in 
Hackberry. 
 
Manager Carpenter of the Happy Hour Theater proposes to intro-
duce roller skating at an  early date.  Skating is a new sport to the 
Kingman youth, and  no doubt will be taken well. 
 
The Gold Road Red Top Mining Company, is now offering a 
limited amount of working capital stock for 15 cents per share. 
 
The want of houses in Kingman for residence grows more seri-
ous as businesses expands.  A  great many for the outside would 
come here to live, but no houses to rent.  There is an opening for 
anyone who will build a number of cottages,  The tenants are 
ready and willing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4th and Front Street  Kingman pre 1909 
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Early life  
Born in Flagstaff, Arizona on October 7, 1905, Andy grew up in nearby 
Kingman, where his family moved when he was a year old. His father was 
Thomas Devine Jr., born in 1869 in Kalamazoo County, Michigan. Andy's 
grandfather, Thomas Devine Sr., was born in 1842 in Tipperary County, 
Ireland, and immigrated to the United States in 1852. Andy's mother was 
Amy Ward, the granddaughter of Commander James H. Ward, the first 
officer of the United States Navy killed during the Civil War. 
 
He was a star football player at Ball State University.   He also played semi
-professional football under the pseudonym "Jeremiah Schwartz" His foot-
ball experience led to his first film role in the silent film The Fighting 
Football Cardinals.  

 
 
Career 
It was in 1933 on a picture directed by John Ford at Universal Studios, "Doctor Bull", 
that Andy met his wife-to-be, Dorothy House. They were married on October 28, 1933, 
in Las Vegas, Nevada, and remained united until his death on February 18, 1977. 
 
Although it was first thought that his peculiar voice would prevent him from moving to 
the talkies, it became his trademark. Devine told people that his speech resulted from a 
childhood accident. (He said that he had been running with a curtain rod in his mouth at 
the Beale Hotel in Kingman, and when he fell, it pierced the roof of his mouth. When he 
was able to speak, he had a wheezing, duo-tone voice.) However, a biographer explains 
that this wasn't true, but was one of several stories about his voice fabricated by Devine. 
Devine's son Tad told an Encore Westerns Channel interviewer (Jim Beaver, reporting 
from 2007 Newport Beach Film Festival) that the accident had indeed happened, but 
that Devine was uncertain whether it was the cause of his unique voice. 

Left to right;  Amy Devine, Andy, Tom Jr., Tom 
Devine at Kingman, Arizona in 1913.  At family 
home at 137 Pine Street,  between first and sec-
ond streets. 

Andy and Dorothy Devine 

ANDY DEVINE 
Oct. 7, 1905—Feb. 18, 1977 
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Film, radio and television 
 
He appeared in more than 400 films and shared with Walter Brennan, another character actor, 
the rare ability to move with ease from "B" Westerns to "A" pictures. His notable roles in-
cluded ten films as sidekick "Cookie" to Roy Rogers, a role in Romeo and Juliet (1936), and 
"Danny" in A Star Is Born (1937). He made several appearances in films with John Wayne, 
including Stagecoach (1939), Island in the Sky (1953), and as the frightened marshal in The 
Man Who Shot Liberty Valance (1962). He also played "The Cheerful Soldier" in The Red 
Badge of Courage and the First Mate of the S.S. Henrietta in Around the World in Eighty 
Days (1956). While most of his characters were reluctant to get involved in the action, he 
played the hero in Island in the Sky, as an expert pilot who leads his fellow aviators through 
the arduous search for a missing airplane. 

 
His film appearances in his later years included movies such as The Over-the-Hill Gang, and 
"Coyote Bill" in Myra Breckinridge. 
 

Devine also worked in radio. He is well-remembered for his role as "Jingles", Guy Madison's sidekick in The Adventures of 
Wild Bill Hickok, which Devine and Madison reprised on television. He appeared over 75 times on Jack Benny's radio 
show between 1936 and 1942, often appearing in Benny's semi-regular western series of sketches "Buck Benny Rides 
Again". 
 

Andy Devine worked in television. He hosted a children's TV show, Andy's 
Gang on NBC from 1955 to 1960. He played "Hap" on the TV series Flip-
per, also on NBC, in the 1960s. He starred in a Twilight Zone episode as 
"Frisby", a talkative fibster faced with an alien invasion called "Hocus-
Pocus and Frisby". He was also a frequent guest star on many television 
shows throughout the 1950s and 1960s, including the role of Jake Sloan in 
the 1961 episode "Big Jake" of the acclaimed NBC anthology series, The 
Barbara Stanwyck Show, He was thereafter Honest John Denton in the epi-
sode "A Horse of a Different Cutter" of the short-lived ABC series The 
Rounders  Finally, Devine performed voice parts in animated films, includ-
ing "Friar Tuck" in Disney's Robin Hood. He provided the voice of Corne-
lius the Rooster in several Kellogg's Corn Flakes TV commercials 
. 
In 1973, Devine came to Monroe, Louisiana, at the request of George C. 
Brian, an actor and filmmaker who headed the theater department at the 
University of Louisiana at Monroe, to perform in Edna Ferber's Show Boat. 
 

Devine died of leukemia at the age of seventy-one in Orange, California. The main street of his hometown of Kingman was 
renamed "Andy Devine Avenue" in his honor. His career is highlighted in the Mohave Museum of History and Arts in 
Kingman, and there is a star in his honor in the Hollywood Walk of Fame. 
 

Quotation 
When asked if he had strange nodes on his vocal cords, Devine replied, "I've got the same nodes as Bing Crosby, but his 
are in tune." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"The Man Who Shot Liberty 
Valance" Andy  with John 
Wayne and Jimmy Stewart 

Over the Hill Gang:  Edgar Buchanan, Andy Devine, 
Walter Brennan, Pat O'Brien, Chill Wills 

Andy Age– 4 Andy as a baby 

ANDY DEVINE 
Oct. 7, 1905—Feb. 18, 1977 
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Publicity Shot  "All American"  1932 
Andy Devine is second from left, far right is Lew Ayers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Andy Devine Family on Thanksgiving; L to R: 1. Tad Devine; 2.  
Donna Devine;  3.  Debra, age 9;  4.  Drew, age 3;  5.  Andy; 6.  
Dorothy;  7.  Triga, age 7;  8. Barbara;  9.  Dennis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Birthday party for Andy Devine at Paramount while filming "The 
Man Who Shot Liberty Valance".  Andy is at the center behind  the 
cake, with John Wayne to His right. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Ronald Reagan, Charley McCarthy, on the right is Andy Devine 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Andy and Guy Madison “Wild Bill Hickok” Television Series 
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Karen & Don Bishop 
Caroline Hughes  Scott Fisher 
Mert Glancy, Glendale, AZ 

John & Sharon Farrington, Scottsdale, AZ 
Richard & Rita Basinger 
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If a Memorial donation is not designated for a specific purpose, it will be used at the Museum’s discretion 

Mr. & Mrs. Klein Bartmus 
Mary Jane Bell, Sun City, AZ 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Butler 
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Byers 
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick  K Carlin 
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Chambers 
Sandra Cofer 
Joyce Covert 
Jon Cusick 
Kara Peterson-Krystal Burge  Dambar & Steakhouse 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Doremus 
Alphia Dunlop, Bullhead City, AZ 
Kay Ellermann 
Patrick M. & Corliss Foley 
Lonna B. Foster 
The Hon & Mrs Frank Gordon, Phoenix, AZ 
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Gottschalk 
Norrie Neal Hafley 
Mary Lou Herridge 
Mr. & Mrs. Roy E. Hoover, Sun Lakes, AZ 
Norma Isaacs, Oroveda, NV 

Gene Jerabek 
Maxine Klein 
Cathy Kreis 
Leonard & Anita Langford 
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Leenhouts 
Dr. & Mrs. J. G. Lingenfelter 
Yvonne Attebery Orr, Flagstaff, AZ 
Dr. M. Dale Parry 
Ms. Evelyn Rae Price 
Haul & Mary Reddick 
Richard & Joann Skalicky 
Wade Stephens 
Art Blackwell 
Bill DeJulio  UNS Electric 
John & Carole Walker 
Charlotte Wells 
Jared Carithers 
Patricia Green 
Mr. & Mrs. C. G. Andress, Searchlight, NV 
Global Video  Megan Kirst 
Leonard & Shirley Hafley 
Charles & Margaret Lowes, Golden Valley, AZ 

Mohave Memories – published monthly by the Mohave Pioneers Historical Society, Inc. 400 West Beale Street, Kingman, AZ 86401-5708 

In Memory of 
 
Lucy Lee Beller 
Jan Ellermann Reesing 
John Helmer 
Daniel D. Gaddis 
Clarence Culver Jr. 
Robert Essig 
Mary Louise Roe 
Gertrude Arnold 
Gertrude Arnold 

Donor 
 
Yvonne Attebery Orr 
Gloria Dukeshire 
Joan McCall 
Perry & Diane Langford 
Clairann Cave 
Joan McCall 
Clairann Cave 
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Yost 
Veda Coy 

������������
In honor of Les and Lyndal Byram, 50th Anniversary          Donor: Lynda and David French, Kingman, AZ. 
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Jose Jerez, discoverer of the Goldroads Mine in the Black 
Mountain range of Mohave County was born in Mexico.  Jerez  
had prospected in Mohave County for years without a  great 
amount of luck until 1902 when he was grubstaked by Kingman 
businessman Henry Lovin and discovered the very rich 
Goldroads property located a few miles northeast of Oatman. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Jose Jerez in Kingman about 1905 (photo #8939) 
Soon the  Mining camp of Gold Road sprang up in the area.  The 
Goldroads Mine was one of the richest gold discoveries ever 
located in Arizona 

 
Early photo of Gold Road Camp (photo #8428)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gold Road school girls gather 
around the gravestone of Jose 
Jerez about 1920 (photo #8198) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Wal-a-pai Court, A Kingman landmark since the late 1930’s, 
was recently demolished.   The above photo shows the front of 
the auto court and is looking west on Highway 66 (Andy Devine 
Avenue).  The view above is from a post card issued in the late 
1940’s showing the front exterior of the business (photo #14079) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A cowboy riding a saddle bronc at a Kingman rodeo about 1920.  
The rodeo grounds were located at the old Kingman Ball Park 
between Beale and First Streets where the Locomotive Park is 
currently.  Notice the old Kingman High School building in the 
upper left of the photo.  (photo #14644) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dedication ceremony of E. F. Beale Monument located on Beale 
Street between First Street and Grandview, just west of Locomo-
tive Park on June 30, 1956.  Identified in the photo are business-
man Alex Thompson, third from left, Soroptomist Louise 
Kuykendall, fourth from right, and Mohave County Miner editor/
publisher Dick Waters, second from right.  (Photo #13397) 
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White Hills began inauspiciously when a Hualapai Indian 
cowboy who went by the name of Jeff, was off-handedly asked 
by Judge Henry Schaeffer “if he knew of any good mine pros-
pect.” 
 In 1894, a correspondent from the Arizona Republic, set 
many rumors aside when he interviewed Jeff, quoting the fol-
lowing: 
 “During the latter part of 1887, Hualapai Jeff was on his 
way toward the head of the canyon (now camp White Hills) in 
search of paint that he had been told existed in that neighbor-
hood.  He found both, the paint (oxide of iron) and a fine speci-
men of chloride of silver.  He thought the specimen was worth 
keeping and later on, while in Mineral Park, he showed the 
sample to Louis Siebrecht who told him that it was iron ore 
with no value, so Jeff paid no more attention to his find. 
 “In the winter of 1891, a snow storm was raging and Frank 
Robinson asked Jeff to help in driving back some cattle, which 
had wandered from Gold Basin down the canyon toward the 
desert below White Hills (the mountain range.)  Jeff... camped 
for one night near the place where he was getting paint, which 
he had found in 1887. . .he accidentally found a rich silver 
float.  He said nothing at the time, but in Gold Basin a short 
time afterward, Judge Henry Schaeffer. . .asked Jeff if he knew 
of any good mine prospect.  Jeff brought him a specimen and 
he offered Jeff $200 if he would show him the location. . .” 
 “Jeff accepted the offer. . .Schaeffer invited John Barnett 
and John Sullivan to join him for the trip to the location. . . 
with Jeff as guide.  It was in May 1892 when the three men 
staked the following claims:  Horn Silver, Occident, Grand 
Army (of the Republic), Chief of the Hills, Treasurer, Norma 
and Emma. . .”  These three men formed a partnership, exclud-
ing Jeff.  Judge Schaeffer had his two partners bond their inter-
est to him for $10,000 backed by a side arrangement whereby 
they should have an equitable “divvy”. . .before he told them of 
the location.  The Judge told everyone in July 1892 that no 
Indian was involved, that he found the original float years pre-
vious, and had spent that time since searching for it. 
 The scarcity of potable water and lack of tools slowed its 
growth only momentarily.  The Judge and other miners gath-
ered (200 by the third week!) to form the Indian Secret Mining 
District to have an authority available to keep track of 
claims.  A few men gathered in Taggart’s tent store, debated 
and chose White Hills as the name for the new camp, versus 
Indian Secret or Schaefferville.  A latecomer M. L. Vail, went 
to Prescott for a photographer, and mentioned to the local 
newspaper it should have been named “Silverado.”  As more 
prospectors arrived upon hearing of the “strike,” a few “mild 
knockdowns” and a lawsuit over claim jumping indicated a 
major problem. . .that of accurate claim notices.  Judge 
Schaeffer was among those who “became slightly confused as 
to the points of the compass”, and according to his words 
“avaricious people had the impudence to relocate some of the 
most valuable claims.” 
 The boom was on.  In the shape of an “L” about 1 mile in 
length, countless buildings were erected - homes, a school, 
stores, laundries and 12 saloons (7 in a row on Main 
Street).  Town lots went for $300.  A post office came into be-
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ing October 20, 1892 to be discontinued August 1914. 
 The rich shipments caught the attention of David Moffat, 
noted mining man of Denver, Colorado.  He sent D. T. Root to 
investigate and in August 1893 Moffat and Root had consoli-
dated most of the claims into one property under “White Hills 
Mining Company.”  They immediately shipped a ten stamp 
mill from Denver and had it running early in 1894.  At this 
time 500 men were working on leases, while still more men 
worked for the company.  The mill was successful for two 
years, when the Moffat-Root Company sold out in April 1896 
to an English company, the “White Hills Mining & Milling 
Company,” for $1,750,000.  The new company gave the more 
than 500 lessees on the small claims notice to quit, in effect 
banishing them from the camp.  Disposing of the old mill as 
junk, they built a 40 stamp mill for $150,000.  
 A 7-mile, 8” pipe line was constructed to springs guaran-
teed by a “water witch,” ignoring ample water in the mines for 
the old mill and promise of more in depth.  A concrete reser-
voir of 1,000,000 gallons capacity was built, to hold the 
springs’ water and White Hills was provided with an up-to-date 
water supply system, including fire hydrants - which did not 
work - the gravity was insufficient for operation.  An electric 
plant, $150,000, was constructed.  Twenty employee houses 
were erected and a complete telephone system was in-
stalled.  All this cost $350,000, even though considered waste-
ful management, the company was enabled to continue sub-
stantial production for 4 years because of the large quantity of 
good ore left by the first company and by the lessees. 
 For a good part of 2 years after the mill was completed, the 
south 20 stamps were run on the law grade ores and the high 
grade ore shipped as before.  But management refused to fol-
low their company engineer’s advice to develop.  The company 
paid promptly, until last payment came due, causing a dispute 
and a litigation, until 1904 when property sold under judge-
ment to Moffat.  In 1911, Moffat failed in business, at which 
time the property passed to Mr. Root’s family and litigation 
again ensued.  In 1922, another attempt was made to operate, 
but because of lack of experience and capital, the property be-
came involved in another litigation which was finally settled in 
the early 1930’s clearing the title for the first time in several 
years. 
 Despite $12,000,000 in total ore production for the past six 
years, in 1898 new strikes stopped, rich vein paid out.  Build-
ing ceased, the cost of living soared, so miners and families 
drifted away. 
 By 1899, those few hardy stragglers left were ultimately hit 
by something more devastating. . .a flood that inundated the 
town and its mineshafts.  Its destiny was sealed.  The telephone 
line was given over to Chloride.  Owners closed everything by 
1902.  In 1903, a 40 stamp mill was installed for a short re-
vival, and again in 1920, with the local paper quoting “20 chil-
dren in the school” until about 1923.  In 1972, a mining com-
pany commenced exploration, but found not enough to warrant 
expense of full development. 
 Today, 100 years after the flood, White Hills is considered 
a ‘true’ Ghost Town of Mohave County. 

 Located nearly midpoint on the western side of Detrital 
Valley, 30 miles from Hoover Dam via Hwy. 93, or 39 miles 
from Kingman on the same highway that replaced one of the 
many “spider web” roads system.  A road sign announces its 
presence to the east of the highway.   
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