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“Lewis Kingman and His Tools of Trade” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Both Kingman, Arizona and Kingman, Kansas are named for him. 
 
“A Civil Engineer of great ability was Lewis King-
man.  As a railroad builder in the Southwest he 
achieved unusual prominence.  He first helped build the 
Atlantic & Pacific-now the Santa Fe between Albuquer-
que and Mojave - a line of nine hundred and fifteen 
miles.  Besides, he built 1,353 miles of the Santa Fe 
System proper.” 

 
from "The Santa Fe Magazine”,  April 1914 edition  
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“The desert Sun rains helmets of fire that sear pompous 
gourds and sends agents of life to bed ridden wander-
ers. The glowing orb opens portals of promise to le-
gions of seekers. I would forever be groping for living 
moisture from fallen palms, if not for this maternal so-
lar light. I now cleanse in the hidden springs of desert 
serenity and dance in the parched winds of the moonlit 
sands.”-Judge Randall Mason 
 

I have received many positive comments about the 
new format of the newsletter. Probably the most endear-
ing one sent by an anonymous reader was: “The place-
ment of the Director’s (I capitalized Director, the writer 
did not) letter makes it easier to avoid reading.” Now, I 
will take any compliment I get, so Thank You! 

The truth of the matter is that the “Media Commit-
tee” is doing a wonderful job in producing the newslet-
ter. I truly believe that the new format and content make 
it the best in Arizona. If you have any comments on 
how to improve the Museum or the Museum’s newslet-
ter, please contact me via phone, e-mail or the written 
word. 

April 4th marked our annual “Volunteer Brunch”; 
this is a time that the Museum’s Board of Directors hon-
ors our volunteers that have given so freely of their time 
to keep our fine Museums up and running. I cannot reit-
erate enough about the value of volunteers. I have come 
to enjoy my daily encounters with this fun group of di-
verse people.  In case, I do not say it enough: THANK 
YOU!!! 

I encourage you to come to the Museum and volun-
teer. It not only is self-rewarding, but it affords you the 
opportunity to meet some of the nicest people in the 
world. I have been Director at the Museum for seven 
years and I cannot remember ever being upset with any 
of the volunteers (I realize that as I write this, I cannot 
think of one volunteer that hasn’t probably been upset 
with me. Oh! Well, I always did lack certain finesse in 
communicating). Anyway, you all know the deep appre-
ciation I feel for knowing each and everyone of you. 
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At Mohave Museum 
 
May Art Exhibit 
Our May Artist of the Month is Pat Steward.  Pat began painting 
in 1985 and she eventually started showing her work at resorts in 
the San Diego area.  She enjoys painting waves, lightning, and 
sunsets which are brief, intense in color, and disappear.   
 
May Author Book Signing 
The Museum of History and Arts and Kingman Literary Alliance 
are sponsoring a lecture and book signing by a well known mys-
tery writer, Earlene Fowler.  She will be discussing her novel, 
“The Mariner’s Compass” at the museum on Friday, May 15th 
from 2:00 – 4:00. Earlene has written a series of popular murder 
mysteries with each book named after a quilting block.  There will 
be several quilts on display in the auditorium. 
 
 
 
Downtown 
 
Festival Of The Arts  
10:00 AM, May 9th & 10th 
Arts & crafts fair held Mother’s Day weekend in Metcalfe Park, 
Downtown Kingman. 
 
KABAM  (Kingman Area Books Are Magic)  
10:00AM - 4:00PM May 16th 
Metcalf Park, Downtown Kingman.  Local and around the state 
authors, venders, activities for the kids, and much more!   
 
Featured Authors: Betty Webb (author of the six Lena Jones Mys-
tery Novels), Cheryl Rogers-Barnett (Daughter of Roy Rogers & 
Dale Evens and author of two books), Cynthia Kadohata (author of 
many popular children's books), Matthew Henry Hall (author, 
poet, musician), JC Amberlyn (author, journalist, photographer, 
and artist), and Jill Divine (author and poet). 
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Mohave Museum Art Gallery 
May 1st  through the 31st 
Artist Pat Steward  exhibit 
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Mohave Museum 
Saturday, May 9th, 2:00 to 4:00 PM 
Meet the “Artist of the Month” Pat Steward 
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Mohave Museum 
Wednesday May 13th  at 1:00 pm 
Monthly Meeting 
 
� ����� �� ��� �� ��	�	� �
Mohave Museum 
Friday May 15th from 2:00 to 4:00 PM 
Meet Earlene Fowler, Author of  
“The Mariners Compass” 
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Board Meeting 
Mohave Museum Library 
Thursday May 21st at 5:00 PM 
Monthly Meeting 
 

CALIFORNIA WINE COUNTRY TRIP 
 
Let’s all take a 7-day trip to the beautiful Califor-
nia’s Wine Country.  We leave July 17 and come 
back on the 23rd.  We will be going to San Fran-
cisco, Sonoma and Napa Valley.  If interested call 
the museum at 928-753-3195 and sign up.  We 
will be seeing the Golden Gate Bridge, Fisher-
man’s Wharf, Muir Woods, Napa and Sonoma 
Valley’s Copia, Napa Valley Wine Train, Korbel, 
Bodega Bay, and Glen Ellen wineries. 

FLAGSTAFF WINE FESTIVAL 
 
Join a group from the Mohave Museum and carpool to Flagstaff  
for a fun weekend at the “Flagstaff Wine Festival”, Friday and Sat-
urday, June 5th and 6th.  There will be an Art Walk through down-
town Flagstaff, an outdoor movie at Heritage Square, a trip to 
Lowell Observatory, the Museum of Northern Arizona and Pioneer 
Museum.   Following the wine festival on Saturday, the Flagstaff 
Symphony Orchestra will perform.  A block of rooms has been re-
served, please call the Mohave Museum Office at 928-753-3195 to 
hold your room, and for the trip price. (Non-wine drinkers will pay 
a reduced amount). 

The Mohave Memories Newsletter 
 is online at 

 www.mohavemusuem.org/newsletters.htm 
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Kingman’s mayor E. J. McCarthy is shown below receiving 

instructions from the starting pitchers and managers on how to 
throw out the first ball the Little League opening. Pictured left to 
right, Giant pitcher David Ostermeier, Giants manager Jim 
Glancy, Mayor McCarthy, Elks cardinal coach Floyd Cisney, 
Cardinal pitcher Ray Bonham. Little League games are played at 
the park in southeast Kingman.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One of Arizona’s major mineral producers has launched and 
exploration program in the Cerbat Mountains northwest of here. 
Duval Sulphur and Potash Company have located and/or op-
tioned 200 claims at Mineral Park. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Bill Crain is a new employee of Arlise Finch’s Texaco  
       Service Station on Hilltop. 
 

The first phase of construction of a Federal Fish Hatchery in 
Arizona, approximately 14 miles South of Hoover Dam on the 
East bank of Lake Mohave North of the Willow Beach, will get 
underway soon.  

 
The annual DeMolay-Antler Mother’s Day Service was held 

in the Elks lodge room. The invocation was given by Rev. Da-

vies of the Trinity Episcopal Church. 
 
Bob Ubel is a new employee of the hardware department in 

Central Commercial. Bob was formerly with Biddulph and Dun-
ton in the parts department. 

 
Sandy News: Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Tuttle of Casa Grande, 

dropped in to visit with the Tennilles. Mr. Tuttle was the contrac-
tor who built a house for the Tennilles at Anvil Rock, 26 years 
ago.  The annual school picnic will be held on Friday at the old 
crossing on Burro Creek. 

 
Mr. and Mrs. Tuffy Spaw enjoyed a weeks fishing at Bonelli 

Landing. 

Saint Mary’s 
Six eighth grade students will be graduated at appropriate 

ceremonies from St. Mary’s Parochial School May 27. The cere-
monies have been scheduled with Father Clement Hageman ad-
dressing the class. Members of the graduating class are Mary 
Ellen Esquibel, Dora Castillo, Charles Glancy, Gregory Davis, 
James Richardson and Mark Witt. 

 
 
Members of the Fire Ladies Auxiliary met Monday evening 

at the fire hall and made favors and program menus for the ladies 
of the state convention which will begin on June 3rd. 

Kingman Public Swimming Pool 
Kingman’s public swimming pool will open Saturday after-

noon, May 30th. Manager Les Byram has announced that the pool 
gates will be opened at one p.m. at 506 Grand View Avenue. The 
pool has recently been sandblasted and repainted and a new alu-
minum diving board has been installed. 
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Graduation exercises will be held at the McConnico school. 

Mrs. Fred Hilty, teacher of the McConnico school will have 
charge of the exercises and two students will graduate from 
eighth grade. The graduates are Marion Hilty and Winona Smith.  

 
H. H. Watkins accompanied by J. H. Holmes and wife were 

Kingman visitors. Mr. Watkins had long been a resident of King-
man, having operated the Pioneer Drug store while Mr. Holmes 
at one time had the only lumber yard in Kingman. They all have 
many friends in this section and met with a hearty reception from 
the old timers. 

 
This coming week promises to be a busy one in the lives of 

the Senior Class of ’29 of the Mohave County Union High 
School. The graduates are: Elwin Bonelli, Zoralee Brakeman, 
Thomas Grozier, Mae Harris, Helen Harman, Nelson Harshber-
ger, Margaret Von Biela, Margie Jones, Winifred Jordan, Vir-
ginia Kayser, Irma Lang, Raymond D. Loesby Marion Manson, 
Floyd Parsons and Kathryn Rivers.  

 
James J. Moss, president of Oatman Eastern Mining com-

pany, is in Kingman and feels jubilant over the showing in the 
property. The cutting of the stringers that pan good gold values is 
one of the things that indicates the possibility of large goldbear-

ing shoots in the big vein and the facts that at the present time the 
crosscut has gone through 20 feet of wall material similar to that 
found in the ore zones of the Tom Reed and United Eastern. 

 
Mrs. Paul Morton and family moved to Seligman where Mr. 

Morton is managing the new branch of the Central Commercial 
Co. 
 
Sheriff Ernest Graham 
left yesterday morning 
on a business trip to 
Phoenix. 
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E. H. Howard, who recently took over the old Hackberry 

mines, was in Prescott getting the tangles taken out of the Tawa 
matter. He is to take over the Copper Giant and other mines for-
merly worked by the Tawa Development Company. These mines 
are in the Wright Creek section, east of Hackberry. 

 
George R. Gooding, Santa Fe agent at Kingman, has taken a 

sixty day layoff, and will take a much needed rest. Mr. Gooding 
has been agent for this company the past fifteen years and is con-
sidered by the people of the county one of the most capable men 
in the service of the Santa Fe. 

 
James Jackman has been developing a mining property in 

the Wheeler Wash section of the Wallapai mountain and now has 
a large number of openings along the strike of the vein. 

 
Gran. Thompson came in from his mines in San Francisco 

district, about nine miles east of old Hardyville. He reports that 
he has opened up a splendid body of milling ore and that he will 
return to the property and do a large amount of work. The group 
is known as the Grey Eagle, and is said to have the best surface 
showing in that section. Friends of Mr. Thompson are anxious 
that he incorporate the property and put the stock on the market. 

 
In sinking the new shaft on the Tom Reed mine, and at a 

depth of about thirty feet below the old level, a four foot body of 
ore was struck that is said to average 2,000$ in gold to the ton. 
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E. J. McNulty, superintendent of the Aztec Turquoise min-

ing company, at Mineral Park, is in Kingman. He reports that 
there is enough turquoise in sight in and around the Park to sup-
ply the demand for years to come. 

 
The Redemption Copper company, operating the Redemp-

tion and Clyde mines, at Chloride, have a fine showing of good 
grade milling ore in sight and daily adding to the reserve. A mill 
will soon be in operation on the property. 
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From the Research Library 
Kay Ellermann- Librarian 
 

 
CENTRAL COMMERCIAL COMPANY  
The One Stop Shopping Center for Mohave County. 
 

This dream became a reality in 1917 when this magnificent 
building was conceived and  planned  entirely by Mr. J.H. Ware 
and Mr. Jay M. Gates. It was executed by Architects Lesher and 
Kibbey of Phoenix and by J.B. Lammers and Company of Phoe-
nix, who secured the contract for the actual erection of the build-
ing. 

It was a perfect building, fireproof, reinforced concrete con-
struction throughout, sanitary, spacious and comfortable.  De-
signed to hold and display an enormous quantity of merchandise 
and to give the maximum of comfort to customers and employees 
alike. 

Every detail was carefully thought out and the best proof of 
its completeness was that after two years of record breaking busi-
ness, only a few minor changes were found necessary. 

During the days of construction, many were the comments 
heard on every hand, and likewise many were the criticisms for a 
building of such size and completeness was deemed by many, a 
very grave mistake. 

Standing as it does 75 feet wide by 145 feet deep and with an 
ell 50 by 70 feet in size, It would attract and compel notice in 
many a sizable city, but when one strolled through The modern 
arcade front of well-dressed display windows and lingered 
among the completely filled departments within, that is when the 
actual achievement of the firm was brought most strongly to 
mind. 

  
 
 
Entering the main doors, one could not help but marvel at 

the completeness of the dry goods and the men’s and ladies 
clothing  spread before them in well aligned glass show cases 
and oak shelving, while to one side was a complete hardware 
department ready to supply the every need of the miner, me-
chanic or motorist, and flanking the main floor on the other side 
was a thoroughly modern sanitary grocery and delicatessen de-
partment, with refrigerated cases and every up to the minute im-
provement. Surrounding the main floor on two sides was a spa-
cious mezzanine, containing besides the offices and telephone 
exchanges in the rear, a very complete house furnishings depart-
ment ready to serve the miner, newlywed, or the gift seeker.  
Large well ordered packing and shipping rooms and room for the 
receiving and sorting of incoming merchandise complete the 
main floor. 

In the basement, besides storage space for stock was found a 
reliable heating plant, refrigerating machinery for cooling the 
cold storage chamber, electric blower for operating the vacuum 
cash carriers, and pumps for the private water system. 

While this may appear that this entire store was planned and 
built entirely to serve the miner, still every want of the cattleman, 
and sheep owner could be filled here.  

The Central Commercial Company stocked merchandise at 
satisfactory prices, to serve every customer honestly and fairly 
and their slogan “Where Quality Meets Price” is  still remem-
bered today by all who shopped in that wondrous store. 

 



6 

���	���������������

Kathleen Anderson  Thom Carmody 
Mr & Mrs Tom Carpenter, Flagstaff, AZ 
John Del Monaco 

Jackie B.Kelley-Joyce, Lake Havasu City, AZ 
Rhen Schwartz 
William & Lavina Logsdon, Stockton,, CA 
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If a Memorial donation is not designated for a specific purpose, it will be used at the Museum’s discretion 
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Joni E Alama, Hualapai, AZ 
Kathleen Baker/Louise Benner 
Jean Bishop, Chloride, AZ 
Shirley Bradley 
Dwight S & Maxine Burgess 
Monica J. Busch Investments  Monica J Busch 
Bob & Aldee Campbell 
Joyce Cook, Golden Valley, AZ 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Cox 
Mrs Don Craver 
Doris R Cunningham & Family 
Mr & Mrs Charles R Darling, Las Vegas, NV 
Ernest Del Casal,  Las Vegas, NV 
William Ekstrom/Dianne Haydon 
Owen and Kolette Finch Jr. 

Annamarie Goller 
Joan Hacker 
Dan A Hargrove, Bullhead City, AZ 
Mike & Kari Hill 
Mrs Dorothy LaPorte Husser 
Woodson Kellogg 
Linda Kemp 
Bill & Colleen Kirby 
Steve & Pat Lee 
Tony Libertini 
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Lorentzen 
Mr & Mrs Sidney Luke 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Maher 
Maxine Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Proffit 

JoAnn Oxsen 
Jim & Donna Pederson 
Judge & Mrs Gary Pope 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Tribbett 
Mr & Mrs Robert Yost 
Mr. & Mrs. John Boersma 
Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Preston, Hualapai, AZ 
Mike & Nancy Shaner 
Mary Hughes, Bullhead City, AZ 
Clarence & Dianne Roberts 
Marion Watson 
Dr. Martin H. Ahlene 
Thomas E. Price 
Robin Campbell 
Jerry Rawlings, Lakeside, AZ 

In Memory of 
 
Nellie E. Blake 
John Sherman "Sherm" Husser Sr. 
Alice Gene Stephens 
Frankie May Voss 
 
Martha L. Waters (Dick Waters) 
 
Duane R. "Don" Coleman 
 
Wilbur Arthur 
 
Jo Anne Stockbridge Blackwell 
 
Lora Lee Freed 
 
 
 
 
Kyle Reid Fowler 
 
 
 
Krista JoAnne Freed Dix 
 
Viola "Vicki" May Duncan 
Marden B "Chuck" Chlarson, Jr. 
 
Lorraine L. McVicar 
 
 
Gerald James Dukeshire 
 
 
 
Jimmy Carl Duncan 
 
Ann Finnegan 

Donor 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Les Byram 
Gloria Dukeshire 
Mr. & Mrs. Les Byram 
Clairann Cave 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Les Byram, Betty Brock 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Les Byram, Mr. & Mrs. Paul Cederstrom 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Miller, Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Evans 
 
Betty Brock, Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Pehl, Mr. & Mrs. Jim Short, Clairann Cave 
 
Elaine Grissom, Violet & Steve Davis, Daughters of Pioneers, Gloria Dukeshire,  
Mr. & Mrs. Les Byram, Mr. & Mrs. Roy Voss, Mr. & Mrs. Jim Short, Mr. & Mrs. Dave Cun-
ningham, Mr. & Mrs. Bob Yost, David & Lynda French, Mr. & Mrs. Gary Pope, Mr. & Mrs. 
Tim Mosby, Mr. & Mrs. Frank Stephens 
 
Violet & Steve Davis, Phyllis Graham, Lorraine Hunt, Mr. & Mrs. Les Byram, David & Jo 
Adams, Mr. & Mrs. Wade Fredrickson, Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Langford, Mr. & Mrs.Greg 
Parker, Mr.&  Mrs. John Lewis 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Cunningham, David & Linda French 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Pehl 
Mr. & Mrs. Les Byram 
 
Elaine Grissom, Mr. & Mrs. Les Byram, Mr. & Mrs. Roy Voss, Pat Hartup 
Dr. Jerry Wienke, Mr. & Mrs. Jim Short, Mr. & Mrs. Tim Mosby 
 
Mr. & Mrs. James Simpson, Mr. & Mrs. H.I. Johnson, Dorothy LaPorte-Husser 
Phillip Shilling, Dr. & Mrs. Martin Ahlene, Mr. & Mrs. Bob Yost, David & Lynda French, Mr. 
& Mrs. Russell Petry, Kay Ellermann 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Voss, Judy Olney, Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Pehl 
 
Mike & Nancy Shaner 
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During the spring of 1929, interests of Mohave County 
residents centered around mining, cattle, plans for the new 
boulder Dam project and the anticipated arrival of aviator 
Charles Lindbergh at the local airfield. 

 
Kingman High School students had something else on 

their minds. 
Kingman coach Earl Campbell, a 
graduate of Pittsburg State 
Teachers College in Kansas, had 
a small squad of athletes who 
were tough as nails and confident 
they could compete for the 
coveted Northern Arizona track 
and field championship title. 
 Kingman was one of the 
smallest schools in Northern 
Arizona but coach Campbell 
knew his charges had the talent, 
heart and desire to win. 
Two of the best were senior 
Elwin “Judge” Bonelli, a field 
events strong man and Walter 
“Tuffy” Spaw, a sophomore with 

blazing speed who could compete in the running events. 
Flagstaff, Winslow and Prescott, three of the largest 

schools in Northern Arizona, were expected to dominate at 
the track meet held in Flagstaff on the campus of Northern 
Arizona Teachers College. Flagstaff High boasted a squad 
of 20 seasoned athletes while Prescott countered with 14 
potential winners.  Kingman was an afterthought along 
with the other twelve schools that made up the Northern 
Arizona Conference.   

Campbell, Spaw and Bonelli knew what they had to 
do. 

When the cinder dust cleared from the college campus 
track and field facility at the end of that day in May and the 
point totals had been finally tallied, Kingman had scored a 

complete victory over all the other Northern Arizona 
schools….including the odds on favorites, Flagstaff and 
Prescott. 

     The Kingman duo of 
Bonelli and Spaw had broken 
seven Northern Arizona 
Conference records in their 
quest for the title.  Bonelli 
placed first in three events and 
Spaw won four gold medals in 
the sprints. 
Spaw led all athletes with 23 
and 2/3 points while Bonelli 
came through with an 

additional 15.  The closest 
competitor was Renner of 
Prescott who managed just 
11 and 2/3 to finish third in 
the point totals. 

The return trip to 
Kingman for the 1929 
Northern Arizona High 
School Track and Field 
Champions via the rough Old 
Trails highway must have felt 
like floating on a cloud for 
the young athletes and their 
proud coach.  

The little desert town in the far northwest corner of 
Arizona had something to brag about. 
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Museum Business Memberships 
These are some of the Business Members who support the heritage and culture of Mohave County 
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400 West Beale Street 
Kingman, AZ 86401-5708 
928-753-3195 
 
museum@mohavemuseum.org 
www.mohavemuseum.org 
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BONELLI HOUSE 

Mary Beth Hubert 
 

ROUTE 66 MUSEUM 
Elizabeth Ivansco 

 
MOHAVE MUSEUM 

Fran Bateman 
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