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25th Annual Women Making History

The 25th Annual Women Making History awards cereynons
held at the Mohave Museum of History and Arts onnday,
March 1st. These awards seek to recognize women hafe
made lasting contribution to the community of Kirgym

Award Recipients(Not in order)

Elizabeth Ferry (Education), Lisa Beauchamp (Vabenism)
Mary Nave (Religion), Sandy Rusinko (Arts), Cathwaylbr
(Business), Dorothy Brown (Pioneering), Susie PBualancead
(Professions), Barbara Bryant (Homemaking), DellieKee
(Public Service), Hulda Watson (Humanitarian)
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Director’s Letter

“Always the dreamer must crawl the labyrinth of ded per-
ception to create art of immense beauty. The tmtistas the
worker that builds palaces that have bent him lgydppressiv
ideas of self-absorbed philosophers. His only mEshes whe
he retires to his dwelling amongst the stones @&eGe that hay
been so gently laid on the desert’'s floor by sonystenioug
spiritual hand, This humble grotto serves him veslhe cush
ions his head with the warmth of the decayed geawills. Thig
is the great liberating confinement of our eartbsre. What 4

blessed dwelling this desert provides.”-Judge Rélridason

I am in the process of writing job descriptions foe
staff of this fine Museum. | was truly stumped whi
started to write the job description for the Diggctl cams
to the conclusion that the basic requirement fgoad Di-
rector is: He should wear a size 40 coat and assizat. |
have fit that bill to the letter.

In truth, we have a great staff. The problermstimes
lies in overlapping duties and whose responsibilies

perienced. The Museum grew 6000 square feet in.
The Museum then took on the task of managemernte
Route 66 Museum and the Bonelli House. In sevems)
the Museum has added six major exhibits and hans i
two more. These changes have been accomplished
little or no problems. | am proud to say that wiebalong
to an organization that is a gem in the great Sthiri-
zona.

In the beginning of March, the Polly Rosenbasiate
Archives and History building closed due to stateldet
cuts. This building was just dedicated January?0b9.

| would like to thank you on behalf of the Museuon
your memberships and memorials that go to help kee
Museum thriving. The month of February saw over
hundred memorials come in. It is overwhelming to thve
this wonderful County we live in pays tribute tetgrea
people that built and dwelled here. Sitting nexinyp com-
puter as | write this newsletter is one of our mestent

and Marie Arthur, long time Kingman residents. ABf
every day we receive a gift honoring the memorgahe-
one that was an integral part of building Mohavei .

where. There are always certain growth pains tebe
pected in a rapid expansion such as the Museunexhas

memorial donations, received from the estate ofbWil

area
ft
ea

with

one

Thank you for your dedication to this Museum.
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Events and Attractions
In Your Easter Bonnet

"In Your Easter Bonnet", a temporary exhibit foe timonth of April,
will feature hat styles popular when women alwaysenshats to church
and special creations for Easter Sunday servitasre is a rumor the
hats are coming back so dig out the old ones hidde&ty in the attic an
come see our hat collection.

o

Clowns, Toys and a Doll House.....

We have another new exhibit—made especially foyall YOUNG
AT HEART! Clown “portraits”, antique toys and advstory lighted
doll house are featured in our newest exhibit. nkeao our members
who generously loaned the Museum their favoritébioiod toys in re-
sponse to our newsletter “ad” several months ago.

April Art Exhibit

Artist of the Month - Patsy Chapin

Patsy’s show this year will highlight "Wildlife Amals" done in
scratchboard art and in watercolor and acrylice alé sure everyone,
especially local outdoorsmen and hunters, will grgeeing her Arizona
game critters.

Patsy is hosting a reception at the Museum on Sayuafternoon,
April 4th from 2:00 to 4:00 PM.

April Author Book Signing

Kingman resident, Barbara Gruhl, pen name Barbarat&r, M.S.,
is a biologist, researcher and writer who wrote s&tf-help books for
women. She will sign her books from 2:00 to 4:00, Baturday, April
25th at the Mohave Museum and will speak for fifiteanutes at 2:30
PM about her latest booRed Wine, Chocolate, and Life After 40.

Calendar of Events

ARTIST OF THE MONTH
Mohave Museum Art Gallery

April 1st through the 30th
Artist Patsy Chapin art exhibit

Two APRIL TEMPORARY EXHIBITS

Mohave Museum

April 1st through the 30th

“In Your Easter Bonnet” exhibit

“Clowns, Toys, and a Doll House” exhibit

ARTIST RECEPTION

Mohave Museum
Saturday, April 4th, 2:00 to 4:00 PM
Meet the “Artist of the Month” Patsy Chapin

GENEALOGY SOCIETY MONTHLY MEETING

Mohave Museum
Wednesday April 8th at 1:00 pm
Family History Research

MOHAVE PIONEERS HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Board Meeting

Mohave Museum Library
Thursday April 16th at 5:00 PM
Monthly Meeting

AUTHOR BOOK SIGNING

Mohave Museum

Saturday, April 25th from 2:00 to 4:00 PM
Meet Barbara Gardner Gruhl, Author of
Red Wine, Chocolate, and Life After 40

Museum Business Memberships
These are some of the Business Members who supgdneritage and culture of Mohave County

INCORPORATED
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Y6 N, Bank L
Eirgrman, A¥. AisHF

Thomas H. (Toby) Orr

PREIED TAT 11T exn. I
Fae; 928 TET9000
F-muail: toky @ ir-cercom
L n Al ]

FAX 524_1.!’__?5?-1411

PHONE 928 / 757-4022
oo T L

& ':?h‘”-’rlﬁ;{l ; _fm'a{{'aj'a"_ 5
o :

R

Funeral Home
0

SYLAMOAE & WESTERN AVE.
P00 B0 4007 KINGMAN, F peal2

X ?{;h_gmﬂn True Ualue
Home Center

3633 STACKTON HILL ROAD
KINGMAN, ARIZOMNA 85405

928 ) 7574




50 YEARS AGO FROM THE MOHAVE COUNTY MINER

April 1959 Site Six Is Site Of New Expansion
A huge industrial concern, which cannot be idestifat
Welcome to Mohave this date, has taken over the Site Six operatiohake Ha-
A very special welcome is extended to Producer Karasu and plans a $2.5 million improvement program.
drick Sweet and the location company of “Rim of @an- The program includes a 250 unit trailer court, aeni

yon,” which is being filmed in this area. We'reryédnappy hole golf course, club house, swimming pool anduf
to have these people in our midst for several raso motel. The company also plans to use the areas$vropera-

First and foremost of the reasons is that theyfiage tions on a product they manufacture.
guests. They are cordial, friendly and human. $veet
and the others whom we have met, are anxious tpeteo
ate and to understand the community—as well a® torb
derstood themselves.

Secondly their film will bring a fabulous amount of
publicity to the community and to this area. Tbeale of
the film is Mohave County and Kingman and will loen-
tified as such in the picture. The camera shoth®firea’s
scenery will undoubtedly interest many people isitiig
this area and seeing nature’s grandeur at firsd.han

Producer Kendrick Sweet knows more about this are
than many long-time residents. He came to the :€&am-
yon area two years ago and has returned severak.tim
The idea for the picture-and for much of it's platame
from Mr. Sweet. For instance, star Cornell Wildayg the
part of a deputy in the Mohave County Sheriff's iCHf

Mohave County and Kingman will benefit greatly from

this picture. _ _ SWORD OF HOPE—When Mrs. Helen Graves of Kingman,

It is an added benefit that the community has 8-C right, was in Washington, D.C. recently as Arizandtlegate to
pany of such pleasurable people as those in thaidoc the American Cancer Society's “Cured Cancer Corsjrese of
unit. her most pleasant duties was to present Arizone'so Senator
Carl Hayden, left, with the Society’s “Sword of Hop they are
pictured above in Senator Hayden’s office.

Mew Records

Aparica’s Taveries popaine music
reoorde avallsble wow at Mokawe
Eadio and Electric Company:

1. Gomi To Ma

2. Tell Him Na

3. That= Why I Love You Ha
4, We're Too Young

BoT've Had Tt

FILM CREW IN COUNTY —Shooting on the new Columbia
Picture, “Rim of the Canyon,” started at the U.$1aGo Corpo-

Adl of the '"Top 52" Records

ration location at Grand Canyon Monday. Filmingtfoe movie Kvaitaltile Faw!

will continue in Kingman and elsewhere in the cqufdr the g i ;
next three weeks. Pictured above, left to righing up a scene 1.00 Each! !
near the canyon rim, are second unit directoryy 8utler, di- Mohave Radio & Bleciric Co. |
rector and associate producer Don Siegel, Prodieadrick 417 Bexly Btrect I 45818

Sweet and in the foreground is Carter DeHaven, Jr.




80 YEARS AGO FROM THE MOHAVE COUNTY MINER

Editors Note: Easter Sunday in 1929 was March.3Esir that
reason the “Easter News” is from the weekly March 2929
Mohave Miner.

Rare Treat For Music Lovers
Saturday Night

Music lovers and those appreciating the many
southern melodies are in for a rare treat wheroortrow
night the Williams Singers are Scheduled to appeahe
Elks Hall in a benefit performance under the awespiof

A.M., 9:30 A.M. church school, and at 11:00 A.Mesjal
Easter Services, celebration of the holy commuaiwh ser-
mon. The St. John’s Methodist Episcopal church @oh-
duct a special Easter service beginning at 10:09. An
which the children and the beginners, primary amdrime-
diate department of the church school will taket,ptar be
@ddlowed by the special service at 11:00 o’clock.

Gospel Chapel will have a special Easter program at

11:00 A.M.
The majority of the Kingman business and commer

the Swaskegame Post of the American Legion. Redehouses observed Good Friday by closing today towathe

Seats have been on sale all week at Rittenhous€ amgb-
bell’'s and judging from the number that have alyebéeen
disposed of, the performance will be well attended.

gl}lllIIIII!III|||[II1IImi|II!I|!lll!||11||1||11||1ul1|m||umlluli|||||m||!||||||||u||u|||||u||:mu:m|||u|||||u||1|||||||l||
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Dress Up For Easter!

employees to attend the community services hettieat.
John’s M.E. church.

EIHER sl QLR MINEELL WEALTH

Hart, Schaffner & Marx

And for that reason
thers will be & demand
for lighter, brighter
clothing. When you
dress up on Easter wear
aH. 8 &M zuit; 2or3
button peaked or
notched lapel.

Suits
535

Others
£30 to 850

Rittenhouse & Campbell

Men and Boys' Wear

For most men Easter
marks the great divid-
ing line between winter
and spring, particularly
this year when this oe-
casion comes early.
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Easter Will Be Observed At Churches

In addition to the Sunrise Services to be held &g
morning at the Kingman Country Club all local cthes
will observe the day commemorating the resurrectidr|
the Christ with various kinds of services and ceveyn In
the St. Mary’s Catholic Church Low Mass will be dsait
6:00 A.M. and High Mass at 8:00 A.M. At the Trni

Sports News
Kingman Is Winner In First Game

First game of season displays some good baseballteza
rial. Successful season predicted.

Kingman scored a decided victory in the initial izl
game of the season when last Sunday they defeht
weaker Needles team by the score of 14 to 2, befarewd
estimated at over 200 fans who had turned out tohwihe
opener of the national game in Kingman.
st Fans were profuse in their admiration of the clbis
year and to Manager Bale, who although not playkegpt
close watch on all the balls together with keepimg team
well in hand during the entire game. A straw haswpre}
sented to Manager Bale, in the 7th inning by aniadgj
fan.

P

Episcopal Church, celebration of Holy Communio? 30

It looks like a big year for baseball in Kingman.
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100 YEARS AGO FROM THE MOHAVE COUNTY MINER

Fire Destroys Downtown Kingman The Chloride Store Company

The Chloride Store, pictured above circa 1909, was
owned by Mohave County Pioneer retailer John H.a&Nar
The store was located on Tennessee Avenue justofiest
Second Street. This building replaced the ea@idoride

_Fire was an ever present danger in the early W store built in the 1870s. The building on the Isftbe-
This photograph taken in June of 1907 shows the jieved to be the Metropole Hotel.

termath of the fire that destroyed thathy Block of
buildings on Front Street in Kingman.

Chloride Stgre Company

Kingman Rebuilds

. Miners® Supplies, Provisions, G ies, Hardware
The Luthy Block housed many of Kingman'’s eal zealfioni s us St oo dandtiistedl

. ! e
liest businesses. Most of the block was rebutitra @ Dry Goods, Gent's Furnshings
the fire and housed a number of new commercial & tomiorts, Blankets, Mattresses, Bedsteads, Cots
terprlses Includlng the Studley Saloon, the Tong \ Wall I?ﬂt-’.ﬁ. Iron Pil]f". ‘.l-ﬂ"’\"’ﬁ“t"l [‘Df]j ““f |.l||J1'iL'ill-
Restaurant. and the S.T. Elliot Store ing il, Canton Drill Steel, Hay, Grain and Ceal <

ENAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA AN A AT

1 The April 10, 1909 advertisement (above) in the Mohave
JUST RECIEVED County Miner was more specific to “Gents Furnishings” in
this hard rock mining town.

A MNew Lot of Ladies” Fine Shit Waists
Prices, 85¢c to $6.50
Abwo a Prewny Lbise of
New Dress GINGHAMS Blacksmith |

-
A MiLLivery., VERY SWELL i 1Ooeer Shop i
: Come in and take » look at . _ !
z s ovmiee af The Hesl Bguipped Shops |

OUR NEW GOODS | In Arirona, and sorkmen  are ail
|

S_ T ELLIOTT | skilted mechanics . . . .. . L |

Wagon-work
Luthy Block, KINGMAN, ARIZ Horseshoeing

and General

This April 3, 1909 advertisement in the Mohave “f"l‘“ir

County Miner was indicative of the booming retail, Work

mining, transportation, and ranching economy in the Shop Corper-Reale and Fourth. Sts,

Northwest Arizona Territory. J. C. Maddux
[Lessce

- Visit the Mohave Museum Website -

The MOHAVE MEMORIES Newsletteris nowonlne at | > addux, lessee of the Kingman Blacksmith shas,

. added a wagon shop to the other business and avitlla
our new website www.mohavemuseum.org/Newsletters.htm . . . . .

If you would like to read the online edition Bain Wagons in carload lots. He .has Jus'_[ flnlstaebllg
and stop the paper mail delivery please call the Museum at store house on Beale street and will have it opersi-
928-753-3195 or email accounting@mohavemuseum.org ness within a week. A carload of wagons is nowten
way from the manufactory.
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Membership Renewal

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Anderson, Flagstaff, AZ Don & Barbara Pike, Dolan Springs, AZ

Mr. & Mrs. George Anderson
Jim Attebery, Globe, AZ

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Beeman
Sister Madonna M. Black
Clairann Cave

Janet P. DuBois

Dan & Phyllis Duey

Phyllis Eaton

Bill Fancher, San Marcos, CA
Bob & Roxanne Freiday
Jerry & Linda Grimes

Elaine Grissom

Mildred Harper

Mr. & Mrs. John Helmer
Mariellen Hoock

Ms Evelyn Riggs

Betty Rutter

Jay & Tomma Schritter

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Smith

Mitch & Susan Smith, Ft. Mohave, AZ
Sutton Memorial Funeral Home

Mr. & Mrs. Roy E Voss, Palestine, TX
Mrs. Dave Wasson

Paul & Diane Webster

Loren Wilson

Verna Wright

Mr. & Mrs. Branson Walrod

Norman & Victoria Hanes

Delbert Lee Campbell, Lake Havasu, AZ
Virginia Black Doyle, Makaha, HI

Lorraine Hunt Pat Hartup
Jean Jones Ruth Simpson, Mohave County Genealogical Society
Elmer G Kroeger Gail Salmon

Connie Lowgren, Morro Bay, CA
David & Lisa Mallory

Wels Musgrave

Ms. Lila M Newton

Jill Gernetzke-Hays

Harlan & Ellen Mott-Seitz
Samuel F. Crozier, Blaine, WA
Mr. & Mrs. David Jenkins

Judy Olney Mr. & Mrs. Tod Becker
Russell & Elaine Petry Elizabeth lvancso
Enos Phillips

New Memberships
Pat Gnodle Ron & Nancy Hansen, Topock,, AZ
William "Norris" Arthur, Winslow, AZ Tim & Mollie Casson
Lance Buckhammer, Golden Valley, AZ Tracy & Michael Sheehy
Andy & Jackie Sansom Dennis J. Sigurnjak, Lake Havasu City, AZ
Don & Sharon Schwartzlose, Golden Valley, AZ Darlene Ridge
Norman & Angie Maddux Mission Bank

Memorials

If a Memorial donation is not designated for a dpepurpose, it will be used at the Museum’s déetmon

In Memory Of Donor

Olive Jane Bond Mr. & Mrs. Frank Stephens
Nellie E. Blake Mr. & Mrs. Frank Stephens
Lucy Lee Beller Kay Ellermann

Ernest R. Fancher Phyllis Eaton

John Sherman "Sherm" Husser Sr.  Kay Ellermann

Duane R. "Don" Coleman Phyllis Eaton

Jennie Stanley Mr. & Mrs. Bob Aune

Ella M. Scavo Kathleen Baker

Viola "Vicki" May Duncan Mr. & Mrs. Frank Stephens

Marden B. "Chuck"” Chlarson, Jr. Joan McCall

Continued on Page 7

Mohave Memories — published monthly by the Mohawm@ers Historical Society, Inc. 400 West Beale&trKingman, AZ 86401-5708
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Memorials

If a Memorial donation is not designated for a depurpose, it will be used at the Museum’s déetmn

In Memory Of

Alice Gene Stephens

Frankie May Voss

Martha L. Waters

Elmer Lavern (Oathout) Butler

Wilbur Martin Arthur

Joseph M. Kinkella

Jo Anne Stockbridge Blackwell

Lora Lee Freed

Kyle Reid Fowler

Irving Walter Seapy llI

Krista JoAnne Freed Dix

Lorraine L. McVicar

Donors

Phyllis Eaton, Mr. & Mrs. William Hardwick, Joan Mall,
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Johnson, Daughters of Pioneers,
Mr. & Mrs. Hal Johnson, Mr. & Mrs. Frank Stephens

Phyllis Eaton, Clairann Cave, Dr. Jerry Wienke,l[2dVicCarthy Lightfoot, Billie
Jean Griffith

Mr. & Mrs. H.I. Johnson, Mr. & Mrs Richard Ruckévlr. & Mrs. Larry Anderson,
Mr & Mrs. Gene Thomas, Mr.& Mrs. Bill Jordan, Mr. Birs. Richard Jordan, Reg
Milhon, Mrs. Jimmie Jordan, Jack Kesler, Tom & Lan8hort, Daughters of Pio-
neers, Phyllis Eaton, Mrs. Robert Broan, Mr. & M&ary Watson, Dollie McCarthy
Lightfoot, Pat Hartup, Kathleen Baker, Billie Jeariffith, Bonnie Gift-Ely, Hostess
Club

Mr. & Mrs. H.I. Johnson, Mr. & Mrs. Richard Ruckévly. & Mrs. Jay Schritter,
Tom & Linda Short, Brian & Health Short, Jolene &rf Fulton, Mr. & Mrs. Roy
Voss, Kathleen Baker

Mr. & Mrs. H.I. Johnson, Mr. & Mrs. Jay Schrittddy. Jerry Wienke,
Karen Davis, Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Randall

P.A. Kinzie, Karen Remster Barker, Joan McCall, thmson Management

Phyllis Eaton, Mr. & Mrs. H.l. Johnson, Clarissanig, Joan McCall, Jack Kesler,
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Schritter, Billie & Taplou Weir, SedDuncan & Family Mr. &
Mrs. Roy Voss, Mr. & Mrs. Gary Watson, Pat Hartipthleen Baker, Mrs. Lucille
Cisney, Billie Jean Giriffith, Mr. & Mrs. Frank Stepns

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Bailey, Betty Grounds, Mr. & Mrs. H Johnson, Clarissa Lewis,
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Wolff, Mrs. Lucille Cisney & Falyj Gene Jerabek,

Billie Jean Griffith, Clairann Cave, Pat HartuptriRda Johnson, Kathleen Baker,
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Simpson, Joan McCall, Jack Keslelic& Zoeller, Mr. & Mrs. John
J. Thompson

Mr. & Mrs. A.C. Masterson, Mr. & Mrs. Archie KinsgKay Ellermann, Mr. & Mrs.
Robert Evans, Clarissa Lewis, Mr. & Mrs. Kenny Bpjt. & Mrs. Laird Hiestand,
Shirley Bradley, Mr. & Mrs.Lee Barrett, Mr. & Mrsl.l. Johnson, Alice Zoeller
Dollie McCarthy Lightfoot

Mr. & Mrs. H.I. Johnson, Clairann Cave, Mrs. LueilCisney & Family, Billie Jean
Griffith, Mr. & Mrs. Frank Stephens, Mr. & Mrs. Jiimpson

Mr. & Mrs. H.l. Johnson, Joan McCall, Clarissa Lewiack Kesler,

Wilbur and Marie Arthur, longtime Kingman residemscently passed away. Wilbur left a bequeshéoMo-
have Museum of History and Arts in the memory & tbllowing individuals: His father, Walter Arthuhnis
grandmother, Janet (Aitken) Arthur; her brothereprge Aiken and William Aitken; his mother, Flora
(Mettier) Arthur; his grandmother, Mary (Mettier)tRen; his great grandmother, Elizabith (Beman)eZpand
other family members who were early pioneers in M@hCounty.

Mohave Memories — published monthly by the Mohawm@ers Historical Society, Inc. 400 West Beale&trKingman, AZ 86401-5708
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MEET ME AT THE MOVIES

Chuck Cook - Volunteer for Mohave County. A modern exterior complete
with large fluorescent neon marquees greeted patron

The “moving picture show” has always been & convenient foyer complete with a well stocked
source of entertainment for the citizens of Kingmanack bar was another welcome attraction.
and the surrounding area since at least 1907 wherirhe auditorium was resplendent with a beautiful
films were shown at the Elks Building on Norttolor scheme. A convenient, comfortable seating ar-
Fourth Street in conjunction with the production edngement for viewing pleasure was in place and the
theatrical plays and band concerts. building acoustics were first class.

In 1917, Henry Lang, a prominent Kingman bus
nessman, opened Lang’s Theater in the Lovin
Withers Building on the northwest corner of Fourt
Street and Andy Devine Avenue.

The film projector bounced the motion picture im
ages off the back interior wall of the building atte |
townspeople who watched the grainy productions |
the era were probably as pleased as they couldthe
this new social phenomenon.

Young people especially were treated to a gra
time during the Saturday Matinee showing of Flag
Gordon serials and the exploits of Tarzan as well
fast and furious feature length western epics isgarr
“Hoot” Gibson and Ken Maynard.

THE STATE THEATER

Success was immediately forthcoming with the
opening of the State Theater. Crowds of young and
old alike ventured into the huge edifice to taket pa
the cavalcade of romantic, comedic, historic and
tragic presentations that theater Manager Ira Rasli
and his staff were able to procure for the publers
joyment.

Many of Mohave County’'s young people gained
knowledge of the future business world throughrthei
employment at the “State”.

Entertainment at it's finest became available at th
“State” for generations of Mohave County patrons.

i i
LANG’'S THEATER ON THE CORNER w —

In September of 1939, Kingman moviegoers were = &r
treated to the opening of the brand new “StateaThe
ter” on the northeast corner of Fourth Street ang. =*
Beale. Successful Arizona theater owner Harry L.
Nace had decided that Kingman was ready for a firs
class moving picture facility. Designed by Phoenix §
architects, Alexander and Burton and constructed by
local contractors I.M. George and W.S. Ford, the ne
structure was erected to be an entertainment slsmvca

. CHIP GFF THE OLO BLOCK
T BAHALD  GCONNOR




KINGMAN ARMY AIRFIELD

36,000 Gunners Trained During WWII struction of new units.
Davis Dam was being built during this time. Work o

From Fifty Year Reunion Program, 1995. (Author urth® dam was temporarily suspended, and the cotisinuc
known) crews were sent to Kingman to help with the newebas

They worked fast in those days. On August 4, 1942,
r%(iler the command of Lt. Colonel Harvey P. Huglhe, t
rmy Air Force Flexible Gunnery School was offidyal
declared open for business only a couple of moaftey
the project started.

But before the business of the base could be coaduc
the operation had to be organized. This was thegfob
460th Base Headquarters squadron which moved in De-
cember 1, 1942. Shortly afterwards, a new base- com
mander was assigned This was Colonel George E.yHenr
who reported on duty December 10.

Now came the first wave of people for whom the base
was built: the 1120th, the 1121st, 1122nd, and3idd?2
Flexible Gunnery Training squadrons Also takingrapi-
dence at this time were the all black 334th Aviat8quad-
ron, and the 100th Guard Squadron otherwise kn®ithea
Military Police.

The new gunners were put to work immediately, but
not in airplanes. The first part of their trainings to as-
sure their familiarity with weap-
onry of any kind. They were
introduced to the BB Range.

f Here they used devices similar
- to the armament in the aircraft

In the course of human progress it seems an alm
universal rule that, whenever someone states g neste-
one comes along to fill it. In 1934, with the clguof war
building in Europe and threatening to drift westivathe

i b 4} .

Army Air Force stated a need for a heavy bombeoeiiy
Aircraft Company of Seattle obliged with its Praj&99.
After putting the prototype through its paces irB39the
Army ordered a fleet of the aircraft, now dubbed Bi7,
and popularly known as the Flying Fortress. Andréréss
it was. It bristled with armament fore and aft, tpamd star-
board, above and below.

Now the need was to recruit gunners and find aeple
to train them in the use of the weapons aboardétngess.
Each gunner would be required to become profiareratl . except their weapons fired only

positions. _ _— BBs. Once proficient with their

_ In 1_9_41, Major John C. Horton of the West ('Zoasje Flgp guns, they graduated to shotguns (Possibly twgr

ing Training Command Headquarters at Moffett fi@ali- 5ccystomed to the recoil.) On completion of theelimi-

fornia, took a trip to Kingman, Arizona, and foutdhe nary training the gunners were finally allowed tdee the

perfect location. The land was fairly Ievel,' thepptatlon B17 and fire the actual weapons for which they ialdn-

was sparse, and land was available at a fair price. teered. This method of training paid dividends, l&er on,
Now the pace quickened, for on December 7, 1944, i competition with other gunnery schools, the Kiram

‘Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor. War was declar@stigachool often took top honors.

the Japanese Empire, and shortly afterwards, agaies Morale was always an issue among a large group of

many. The B17, along with the rest of the familyvadr yo;ng men miles from home, many for the first tiraad

planes, was needed immediately on both fronts. no place to go with their week-
In May, 1942 the Army Air Force authorized the con - end passes but the tiny desert
struction of a gunnery school in Kingman. The eated town of Kingman. Enter Bob
cost was about 9 million dollars. In addition tee thain -~ Hope, et. al. to the rescue. Other
facility, several emergency strips were built. fhevas | i I Pq | big name entertainers came to
one at Red Lake, about 17 miles northeast of tee.l@th- . #i4- ' dthe base, such as the Three
ers were built near Topock, and Yucca. Another buitr  EEEEEEEEEEETN stooges with their zany tom-

at what is now Lake Havasu City Airport. foolery and Kay Kaiser with his orchestra and his &nd
During construction of the base, there were a feabbp games. The USO organized other shows to help Kezp t

lems among the workers. Food delivery was slowgeteaf people happy and willing to work all out for thervedfort

rias were hurriedly built to feed the hands. Thees also (continued on page 10)

a housing problem, eventually eased by emergenoy co

9



(continued from page 9) students died.

Bugs Bunny was there, too. With san_ct_ion from War- 4 April 22, 1944, the Kingman Army Air Field was
ner Brothers, Bugs was adopted as the official bassCot. .,nsolidated and redesignated the Army Air Forcét Un
The poster of Bugs with fierce coun*~ 3018. Each of the units on the base became sulmtigisf
nance, and armed to the teeth for v 3018. On June 15, Colonel Donald B. Phillips becaee
was displayed in a most prominent lo new base commander. During 1944 the 3018th wa®bne
tion on the base. N the top training schools in the United States.

_On May 7,1943, the facility we The war ended on both fronts in 1945. With peace in
officially named the Kingman Army Al the world, there was no further need for a gunisehyool.

Field. The base continued to grow & r for the airplanes that carried the guns. The geav the
change during 1943. Many new squadrons were adue dse gradually wind down to a stop.

the base and some of the existing ones were cothbl Command of the base changed again to Colonel Walter
1120th and the 329th merged with the 328th to becthra 9 9 .
. Wheeler who became commander on April 1, 1945.

328th Flexible Gunnery Training Group. The 1122nEingman Army Airfield was temporarily inactivatedno

537th, and 538th were consolidated to form the id2
L " I une 30. Colonel Lance Call became the base codenan
Flexible Gunnery Training Group. The 1121st bec to supervise the deactivation. In the last quartdr945 the

329th. The 536th and the 760th Flexible Gunneryriling . . . .
Groups were adced t te Ist. Ao assigned oBhe D25% ST chandcd 0en, Secoming e o
fighting groups was the 31st altitude squadrorinitng for 9 . o
X . . L. Meadows and John J. Radigan. At midnight, Fefyrua
operations at high altitude. - :
Z“tﬁ 1946, the gunnery training base became history.

Serving to augment the training groups were 101 . )
Quartermaster Platoon, the 684th Army Band, thestFirOt Zn th%rriagsg tgt? \E;Z'Sn:?nibsﬁﬁnz(:c_?_?;ismra%e De
Weather Detachment 25 of the 858th Signal Serviom-C b ' 9 b '

pany, Detachment 14 of the 909th Quartermastertaad render thousands of airplanes down to aluminumt&go

2053rd Ordnance Company. In 1943 a detachment bf éﬂngman was one of five sites chosen for the tiver
. L mind they were created for the purpose of massudest
nese gunners was sent to Kingman for training.

There were aircraft other than the B17 assigneitiéo .
base. The AT 6, AT 1 1 and the AT 23 were usedlifgint
training and target, towing. The BT 18 was usedffght
training.

As often happens in massive programs employfs 5
large numbers of people and machinery working t® G e

limit of their endurance, sudden tragedies willketr The

Kingman training school was no exception. On Janudn, those airplanes represented some of thetfiapd
2,1944, a B17 flying nearmost complex examples of mechanical art ever prediuc

McClellan Field, California, dis- Py the human race up to that time. In additiorh® B17s,
integrated in bad weather. Of thether airplanes brought into the base included BP38s,
thirteen men killed in the result-B26s, A26s. The job was finished by , the firsader of

" ing crash, eleven were from King-1948. Seventy million pounds of aluminum from seve
man. Four days later, on Januariousand airplanes were shipped out of Kingman.

6, a bus loaded with gunnery stu- A relatively few of the airplanes escaped destoncti
dents bound for the base, cross@hd some are still flying today. Others rest in ewms to

bgilr | '-_‘ the railroad tracks just north ofoe viewed by people who do not remember, or whoato
. "';_‘—-_qs'. - the entrance. The driver did notinderstand the meaning of what they are seeing.,
:_"_ ; 4 see the oncoming train. Train and In July 1948, the Military released the base fofliein

bus collided, and twenty-eightuse, and it became a property of Mohave County.

Overnight Trips ?
We would like some input from our members on damgrnight trips. We are thinking of the following:
Flagstaff Wine Festival — Shakespeare Festivim Utah — Hearst Castle — Heard Museum

If you have someplace you would like to suggestuseknow and we will see if there is enough irgere
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Coming Events In Mohave County

Take the opportunity to enjoy Beautiful Downtown Kingman while admiring all the motorcycles
in April and the beautiful classic cars in May
while visiting your Mohave Museum of History and Aits and the Route 66 Museum

2009 Laughlin River Run
April 22nd thru 26th

The River Run is an annual gathering of motorcycle enthusidsts.the largest gathering of its type in the Véest
United States. The event drew over 70,000 motoecgnthusiasts in 2008.

The river run was started in 1983 with 426 pardais. It was conceived by Harley-Davidson dealde Darschke,
who wanted to bring his customers on a fun weekéetel The name comes from the river run to Oatraizona
that many of the rally goers participate in.

The Laughlin River Run today takes place annuallyindy the last weekend in April, normally beginniog
Wednesday and finishing on Sunday. The event isently promoted by Dal-Con Promotions and featws®gera
attractions and events, including live concertsoler run, bike show, Ms. Laughlin competition ahdrity events.

Historic Route 66 Fun Run May 1 - 3
Friday May 1st in Seligman - registration, music and entertainment

Saturday morning May 2nd the vehicles will start to line up in preparatiar the start of th&UN RUN from

Seligman to Kingman. Upoarrival in Kingman in the early afternoon they will be lining up the vehicles (cars,

busses, vans, cycles and RVs) on Route 66 ané &awerhouse for viewing and fun judging. Entertant, activi-
ties and vendors all day. Evening activities, damnt Kingman activities and entertainment sponsbsethe Down
town Merchants Association.

Sunday morning the vehicles will line up for the run to Topock/@eh Shores for the final get-together and awa

The first official Fun Run was in 1988, but as youwan see below, the 1919 “Run” had some real
classic modes of transportation.

11

rds



MOHAVE PIONEERS
HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC.

400 West Beale Street
Kingman, AZ 86401-5708
928-753-3195

museum@ mohavemuseum.org
www.mohavemuseum.org

Published monthly by...
MOHAVE PIONEERS

HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC.

President................. Lorraine Hunt
Director................ Shannon Rossiter
Assistant Director......... Ella Johnson
Editor................\ H&H Printers, Inc.

LKS Trmstry

Ju.f:._g_'?’_. DML i

BHGw 4 mer. O |
s i2.m H".Ié..:'u |
Aminaion 10 &25 (g

A M e S R BN

12

PAID
Kingman, AZ
Permit 41

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

VOLUNTEERS OF
THE MONTH

BONELLI HOUSE
Kathleen Baker

ROUTE 66 MUSEUM
June Lawrence

MOHAVE MUSEUM
Elmer "Les" Harvey




